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Since  this  Address  was  put  to  press,  the  Committee  have  learned 
that  a  Prospectus  for  an  Anti-Masonic  weekly  paper,  to  be  entitled 
“THE  SUN,”  has  been  issued  in  this  city.  It  is  recommended  that 
all  who  feel  as  patriots  and  Christians — who  love  justice,  truth  and 
mercy — who  desire  to  guard  their  youth  from  the  snares  of  Secret 
Societies,  and  the  intemperance  and  licentiousness  too  often  conse¬ 
quent  on  them,  will  go  at  once,  and  leave  their  names  for  the  above 
paper. 

Subscriptions  received  by 


Henry  Witmer,  321, 
George  Peterman,  395, 
Samuel  Shirk,  439, 
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A  desire  for  power  and  authority  appears  to  be  coeval 
with  the  introduction  of  moral  evil  in  the  world.  The  re¬ 
cords  of  antiquity  contain  little  more  than  a  history  of  the  in¬ 
vasions  of  human  rights  by  sinistrous  schemes  and  unjust 
usurpations.  The  various  means  used  to  obtain  power  and 
enforce  obedience,  would  be  a  detail  of  human  suffering  and 
calamity  too  long  and  too  horrible  for  recapitulation.  Or¬ 
ders,  Combinations,  Societies  and  Sects,  have  successively 
arisen  ;  and  while  their  ostensible  objects  were  to  meliorate 
the  condition  of  man,  a  full  development  of  their  schemes 
has  only  too  often  exposed  the  envy,  malignity,  or  ambi¬ 
tion  of  their  contrivers.  A  thirst  for  power  and  influence 
has  been  the  rich  soil  in  which  they  have  been  nourished, 
and  their  stability  has  depended  on  ignorance  and  creduli¬ 
ty.  Examples  and  illustrations  almost  numberless,  prove, 
that  secret  and  other  affiliated  societies,  have  originated 
with  men  who  sought  distinction,  but  who,  to  conceal  the 
motive  from  public  view,  and  the  movement  from  detec¬ 
tion,  found  it  necessary  to  mix  in  their  schemes  a  variety  of 
dissimilar  ingredients  :  but  to  make  these  palatable  to  minds 
not  prepared  for  them,  they  have  usually  seized  upon  those 
false  appearances  which  are  most  apt  to  attract  the  weak 
points  of  human  nature,  and  which,  while  they  infold  the  un¬ 
sound  parts  in  a  thick  covering,  present  a  show  of  innocence, 
and  the  strongest  possible  motives  to  seduce  the  fancy.  As 
few  minds  are  unaffected  by  flattery,  the  inclinations  and 
feelings  of  men  are,  therefore,  easily  attracted  by  associa¬ 
tions ,  the  members  of  which  are  addressed  by  appellations 
suitable  to  those  only  in  possession  of  power  and  dignity, 
and  who  are  invested  in  the  splendid  trappings  of  ostensible 
royalty.  But  when  to  this  is  added  a  confederation  for  mu- 
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tual  interest  and  protection  which  affords  to  its  members 
an  assurance  of  superiority,  preference  and  power,  over 
others,  their  adaptation  for  securing  the  partialities  of  the 
weak,  vain  and  ambitious,  must  be  obvious  to  all.  It  ap¬ 
pears,  from  the  close  bond  of  union  subsisting  between  the 
members,  and  the  cautious,  oblique  and  casuistical  nature 
of  their  defences  when  attacked,  that  obligations  and  cere¬ 
monies  have  so  operated  on  their  fears  and  consciences 
as  to  involve  them  in  a  delusion  which  at  once  affects  their 
patriotism,  humility  and  self-denial.  It  must  be  admitted 
by  candid  members  of  secret  societies,  that  many  things 
which  they  intended  should  not  have  been  known  to  the 
members  of  society  not  affiliated,  have  circumstantially 
been  divulged  in  limited  circles.  Facts  of  this  kind  are 
now  frequent;*  the  testimony  upon  which  they  are  au¬ 
thenticated  is  indubitable ;  and  yet  we  have  heard  men, 
whose  honour  and  veracity  on  other  subjects  were  unques¬ 
tionable,  who  would,  when  closely  examined,  practise  simu¬ 
lation — prevaricate— and  to  delude  the  enquirer,  even  prefer 
mendacity  to  silence! 

Institutions  originating  under  the  aristocracy  or  despotism 
of  Asiatic  or  European  rulers  may,  at  best,  among  us,  have 
a  doubtful  tendency ;  but  when  the  members  of  them  are 
clothed  in  the  regalia,  and  bear  the  titles  and  honours  of  no¬ 
bles,  potentates  and  princes  ;  when  language  itself  is  ex¬ 
hausted  to  find  appellations  of  surpassing  splendour  and 
magnificence  for  their  leaders,  and  when  attributes  are  blas¬ 
phemously  assumed  by  them  which  belong  to  Omnipotence 
alone,  it  must  surely  be  full  time  to  examine  their  preten¬ 
sions  ;  the  objects  they  have  in  view  ;  the  benefits  they  con- 


*  Vide  Barnard’s  “  Lights  on  Masonry,”  a  work  of  about  590  pages,  in 
which  is  contained  “  A  Collection  of  all  the  most  important  documents  on 
the  subject  of  speculative  Free  Masonry,  with  a  history  of  the  abduction  of 
William  Morgan ;  a  revelation  of  the  first  fifty  degrees  of  masonry,  to¬ 
gether  with  several  French  degrees — their  modes  of  initiation,  signs,  pass¬ 
words,  grips,  obligations  or  oaths,  lectures  and  rules,  &c.  as  published  by  the 
Le  Roy  Convention  of  Seceding  Masons,  July  4,  1828.” 
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fer,  or  the  evils  they  inflict  on  society ;  the  peculiarity  of 
their  constitutions,  and  the  mischiefs  which  may  ultimately 
follow  them.  The  ludicrous  titles  assumed  by  the  Sultans 
and  Emperors  of  the  east  have  always  afforded  us  amusement. 
Some  apology  may  be  made  for  them,  as  they  have  been  at¬ 
tributed  to  their  pagan  and  semi-civilized  state,  together  with 
their  absolute  despotism.  But  surely  there  is  nothing  so  frivo¬ 
lously  ridiculous  in  the  titles  of  the  Brother  of  the  Sun  and 
Moon ;  the  Shadow  of  God ;  the  Enlightener  of  the  Sun;  the 
Noonday  of  Glory;  the  Asylum  of  the  Universe ,  the  splendour  of 
whose  instructive  front  causes  light  and  gladness  to  the  world 
of  mankind;  the  Immortal  Potentate  and  Messenger  of  Morn¬ 
ing;  the  Monarch  of  the  golden  foot  of  Confidence,  whose  an¬ 
cestors  sprung  from  the  sun!  &c.  &c.*  than  we  see  every 
day  announced,  for  instance,  by  the  masonic  fraternity,  of 
their  leaders!  And  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  pagan  ignorance,  and  the  light  and  humility 
which  is  diffused  by  the  principles  and  spirit  of  Christianity, 
how  infinitely  more  culpable  are  modern  societies  in  con¬ 
ferring  titles  which  presuppose  the  implicit  homage  of  those 
who  hold  an  inferior  station  among  them. 

The  institution  of  Secret  Societies  is  of  very  great  anti¬ 
quity.  We  do  not  mean  those  at  present  existing  among 
us,  but  others  from  whence  they  have  sprung  by  succes¬ 
sive  mal-procreations.  They  had  their  origin  more  than 
fifteen  hundred  years  before  the  Christian  era.  They  appear 
to  have  been  contrived  by  heroes  and  heroines  among  the 
pagan  nations,  who  desired  to  immortalize  their  names  by 
aspiring  to  civil  power  and  divine  honours.  The  most  an¬ 
cient,  of  which  we  have  any  definite  account,  were  the 
abominable  and  obscene  mysteries  of  Ceres  and  Cybele, 
which  were  celebrated  with  all  the  pomp  and  secrecy  imag¬ 
inable  in  the  temple  of  Eleusis.  Whoever  joined  in  these 
mysteries  without  previous  initiation,  or  revealed  them  after 


*  Vide  the  History  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Courts  of  Ava  and  China. 
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it,  were  publicly  put  to  death!*  They  had  their  secrets, 
symbols,  and  degrees  ;  and  united  in  their  mysteries,  as  all 
subsequent  ones  have  endeavoured  to  do,  the  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  powers.! 

The  effects  resulting  from  secret  societies  are  so  well 
known,  that  the  surprise  is,  they  should,  in  this  age,  have  the 
semblance  of  an  advocate.  In  every  nation  and  time  in 
which  they  have  existed — and  these  offshoots  of  intrigue, 
treason  and  turpitude,  under  various  names,  it  seems,  are  the 
growth  of  every  country  and  climate — they  have  interfered, 
or  endeavoured  to  interfere,  with  the  social  and  public  laws; 
the  rights  of  justice  -,  governments  ;  the  price  of  labour  ;  or 
the  ecclesiastical  polity.  This  right  to  interfere,  not  having 
been  delegated  to  them  by  the  suffrages  or  the  sanction  of 
general  society,  has  been  therefore  fraudulently  and  illegally 
assumed.  But  it  has  often  been  exercised  ;  and,  when  put 
forth,  having  a  partial  and  selfish  bearing,  has  always  been 
oppressive  and  unjust.  Its  unequal  effects  have,  times  almost 
without  number,  taxed  the  forbearance  of  individuals  not 
connected  with  them,  beyond  the  point  of  endurance;  and 
raised  against  them,  as  naturally  it  must,  the  most  violent 
opposition — through  which  the  social  system  has  been  disor¬ 
dered  with  recrimination,  animosity,  and  calumny.  It  sel¬ 
dom  happens  that  man,  possessing  power,  fails  to  exercise  it. 
The  bond  which  connects  secret  societies  in  an  identity  of 
interests,  naturally  confers  power,  and  as  naturally  excites 
suspicion  of  its  unequal  and  unjust  exertion,  in  the  breasts  of 


*  This  part  of  the  Pagan  mysteries  is  tenaciously  held  by  secret  orders  of 
the  present  day,  who  murderously  assume  a  right  over  the  lives  of  their 
initiated.  The  “secret  and  invisible  judges,  who  doom  in  secret,  like  the 
Deity,”  they  imagine  themselves  bound  to  obey,  by  oaths  “higher  than  the 
clouded  sky,  and  more  deeply  fixed  than  the  mountains.”  The  masonic  in¬ 
stitution  are  bound  by  oaths  to  pul  lo  death  those  of  their  members  who  be¬ 
tray  them,  or  illegally  introduce  any  person  to  witness  their  mysteries. 

f  Every  secret  society  on  record,  however  innocently  they  may  have  com¬ 
menced,  have  ended  by  endeavours  to  controul  and  connect  the  temporal 
with  the  spiritual  dominion 
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those  who  dissent  from,  and  suffer  through  them.*  It  is  a 
universal  maxim  that  vice  thrives  in  concealment ;  but  it 
it  also  flourishes  in  the  daylight  of  human  observation,  though 
here  it  is  restrained  within  certain  limits  by  a  conflict  of  dis¬ 
crepant  interests  and  opinions,  through  which  the  great  ac¬ 
tions  which  lead  to  it  are  examined  and  discussed  ;  whereas, 
under  the  mask  of  secrecy  and  the  bond  of  union,  it  is  more 
easily  cherished  by  common  consent  and  extended  by  com¬ 
mon  interests. 

In  tracing  the  analogies  of  the  various  secret  orders  which 
have  arisen  in  different  ages  and  countries,  we  find  a  pecu¬ 
liarly  striking  similitude  between  them  in  their  prominent 
features.  Although  we  see  and  feel  enough  to  fix  our  opin¬ 
ions,  yet  it  seems  indispensable  that  we  know  their  history, 
character  and  operations  in  former  times,  before  we  can  pass 
an  enlightened  judgment  upon  those  of  our  own  time  and  coun¬ 
try.  Indeed  our  relative  connexion  with  them,  however  much 
and  severely  we  feel  their  effects,  can  never  be  sufficiently  un¬ 
derstood  without  such  an  inquiry  and  comparison.  Nor  can 
an  examination  and  public  opinion  of  these  orders  be  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  most  honest  and  patriotic  views.  If,  as  they 
tell  us,  they  inculcate  charity,  science,  virtue  and  religion,  a 
revealment  of  the  modus  by  which  they  communicate  such 

i  truly  excellent  doctrines,  while  it  cannot  detract  from  the 
reputation  of  secret  orders,  must  greatly  benefit  mankind.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  a  good  man  must  inwardly  rejoice  at 
a  revealment  which,  as  it  confers  benefits  in  secret,  must, 
a  fortiori ,  confer  infinitely  more,  when  all  have  free  access  to 
it,  particularly  when  he  has  not  compromitted  his  own  obli¬ 
gations  by  the  exposure. 

I  As,  therefore,  history  is  the  great  moral  monitor,  in  cases 
of  doubt  and  difficulty,  to  which  every  man  of  intelligence 


*“  No  laws  or  judicial  proceedings  can  be  just  or  commendable,  which  exist 
and  operate  by  means  of  a  secret  combination. — Justice  can  only  live  in  open 
air,  and  when  she  ceases  to  be  public,  she  is  degenerated  into  revenge  and 
hatred.”  Scott’s  Anne  of  Geierstein,  Vol.  II.  page  45. 
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and  patriotic  views  refers,  so  we  should  never  lose  sight  of 
the  monitions,  illustrations  and  valuable  lessons  they  incul¬ 
cate. — We  will  now  assert  these  propositions — that  Secret 
Societies  are  now ,  and  ever  have  been,  partial,  unjust,  intrigu¬ 
ing,  and  highly  dangerous,  and  often  fatal  to  public  peace  and 
social  happiness  ;  that  there  is  an  exceedingly  immense 
distance  between  the  smallness  of  their  good  and  the  great¬ 
ness  of  their  evil ;  and  that  where  they  gain  an  ascendancy, 
constitutional  law,  however  excellent, — civil  liberty,  however 
pure, — and  the  social  system,  however  regular,  are  all  in¬ 
secure,  and  in  continual  jeopardy  from  them. 

In  proof  of  these  propositions  we  shall  now  offer  some 
illustrations.  Passing  over  those  pagan  mysteries,  before 
alluded  to,  which  were  doubtless  the  groundwork  of  all 
that  have  since  arisen  in  the  world,  of  this  species  of 
human  folly,  we  will,  in  the  first  place,  slightly  advert  to 
the  order  of  Assassins  of  Persia,  who  took  their  rise  in 
the  twelfth  century,  under  Hassan  ol  Alamoot.  This  or¬ 
der,  by  an  organization  in  many  respects  bearing  a  strong 
analogy  to  the  Teutonic,  Templar,  and  other  encampments 
of  Knights,  and  also  to  free-masonry  in  its  mechanical 
structure,  aimed  at  blending  together  and  controlling  the 
civil,  military  and  religious  powers.  They  had  a  Grand 
master;  their  system  of  secret  operations  contained  nine 
degrees ;  and  the  sum  total  of  their  religious  creed  was, 
to  believe  nothing ,  and  dare  every  thing!  Atheists  in  princi¬ 
ple,  and  murderers  in  practice,  they  believed  that  moral  ac¬ 
tions  should  be  governed  by  circumstances  depending  on 
their  convenience! — This  sect  of  desperadoes,  by  their  hypo¬ 
crisy  and  mysterious  correspondences  and  disguises,  ingrati¬ 
ated  themselves  into  every  society,  whether  civil,  or  religious. 
Their  poinards  or  poison  despatched  what  their  power  and 
influence  could  not  controul.  The  initiated  of  one  degree, 
called  fedavees ,  were  the  executors  of  their  decrees.  These, 
disguised  as  monks,  pilgrims  or  dervishes,  found  access  into 
every  domicil,  from  the  palace  of  the  sultan  to  the  cave  of 
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the  troglodyte,  t  rom  the  danger  of  their  weapons  Asia 
could  afford  no  safe  asylum ;  and  the  hapless  being  who 
offended,  rivalled,  or  even  unconsciously  trespassed  upon  one 
of  their  order,  was  sure  to  suffer.  They  ruled  the  haughtiest 
monarchs ;  nor  was  power  or  concealment  available  against 
their  malignity.  At  the  command  of  their  Grand  master 
they  dethroned  kings,  crowned  peasants,  and  moved  along 
like  invisible  spirits  of  darkness,  unseen  and  unknown,  until 
the  moment  when  the  dagger  was  unsheathed  for  its  victim. 
The  mystery  of  their  movements  was  a  shield  behind  which 
they  could  act  with  impunity ;  but  the  certainty  of  destruc¬ 
tion  unless  where  the  victim  found  escape  impossible  and 
would  make  an  expiring  effort  at  self-defence — long  deterred 
all  from  any  attempt  to  avenge  their  atrocities  !*  Their  career 
was  at  length  arrested  by  counter  combinations,  but  not 
until  they  had  deluged  many  nations  in  blood,  and  added  to 
language  a  word,  at  the  sound  of  which,  even  now,  human 
nature  shudders  ! — and  the  attempt  to  check  them  has  en¬ 
tailed  onj  the  social  institutions  of  man  a  moral  scourge, 
which  has  ever  been,  and  still  remains,  a  blot  on  the  human 
character  as  ominous  of  mischief  as  it  is  viperous  in  its  ef¬ 
fects  !  Though  "moderated  by  the  lights  of  science,  the  per¬ 
fection  of  civil  governments,  and  more  than  all  by  the  splen¬ 
dour  of  divine  truth,  yet  while  human  nature  remains  under 
the  controul  of  a  corrupt  influence,  secret  societies  must  and 
will  retain  in  them  many  of  the  seeds  of  that  which  evinced 
itself  in  their  more  degenerate  days  of  misrule  and  blood,  t 
The  order  of  Jesuits,  founded  by  Ignatius  Loyola,  in  the 
sixteentLcentury,  possessed,  in  its  constitution,  many  fea¬ 
tures  in  common  with  the  secret  orders  among  us. — That 
society  endeavoured  to  join  together,  (what  God  had  forbid- 

*  “  Those  who  testified  any  curiosity  upon  the  solemn  and  mysterious  con¬ 
duct  of  the  secret  tribunal  of  the  wise  men,  or  initiated,  was  sure  to  occasion 
some  misfortune  to  the  inquisitive  person.” — Sir  W.  Scott. 

t  Vide  Von  Hammer's  History  of  the  assassins. — A  Review  of  this  work 
may  be  found  in  Littell’s  museum,  No.  71. 
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den,)  human  and  divine  institutions,  by  blending  religion  with 
their  schemes  and  intrigues.  The  systematic  secrecy  of  their 
operations;  their  corrupt  and  dangerous  casuistry;  their  funda¬ 
mental  maxim  that  every  Jesuit  was  bound  to  regard  the 
Order  as  the  chief  object  to  which  every  consideration  was 
to  be  sacrificed  ;  their  various  schemes  to  obtain  an  universal 
sway  by  turning  heathen  with  heathens,  an  atheist  with 
atheists,  a  Jew  with  Jews,  and  a  reformer  with  reformers, 
so  that  by  adopting  the  language,  habits  and  feelings  of  all 
with  whom  they  came  in  contact  they  might  learn  the  in¬ 
tentions,  minds,  hearts  and  inclinations  of  all  around  them; 
these,  together  with  their  ingenious  plots  to  monopolize  all 
the  wealth,  intelligence  and  dignities  to  which  they  could 
have  access,  notwithstanding  their  vow  of  poverty,  are  loud 
and  strong  warnings  against  the  fatal  tendencies  of  such  in¬ 
stitutions.  Whatever  opinions  were  expressed  respecting 
this  order  were  transmitted  to  their  general  at  Rome,  and 
were  there  recorded.*  To  the  commands  of  their  general, 
who  was  chosen  for  life,  they  were  required  to  yield  implicit 
obedience ,  not  only  in  the  homage  of  ostensible  devotion,  but 
to  resign  up  to  him  the  inclinations  of  their  own  wills,  and 
the  sentiment  of  their  own  understandings.!  History  affords 

*  The  late  Duke  de  Choiseul,  happened  one  evening  at  supper,  to  say 
something  strong  against  the  Jesuists.  Some  years  afterwards  he  was  sent 
Ambassador  to  Rome,  when,  in  his  routine  of  visits,  he  called  upon  the  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  Jesuits,  for  whose  order  he  professed  a  high  veneration.  “Your 
excellency  did  not  always,  I  fear,  think  so  well  of  us,”  replied  the  General. 
The  Duke  expressed  surprise,  and  begged  to  know  “  what  reasons  he  had 
for  thinking  so?  as  he  was  conscious  be  had  never  mentioned  the  order  but 
in  terms  of  the  highest  respect.  The  general,  to  convince  him  of  the  con¬ 
trary,  shewed  him  an  extract  from  a  large  Register-Book  belonging  to  the 
society,  in  which  the  particular  conversation  alluded  to,  and  the  day  and  year, 
in  which  it  happened,  were  minuted  down.  The  ambassador  blushed,  excused 
himself  as  well  as  he  could,  and  went  awav,  resolving  within  himself,  when¬ 
ever  he  should  become  Prime  minister,  to  destroy  a  society  that  kept  up 
such  particular  and  detailed  correspondences,  of  which  it  might  make  use  to 
the  detriment  of  the  administration  and  government. — Seward's  Biogr. 

f  Vide  The  Letter  of  Josiah  Randall,  Esq.  Grand  master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  speaking  nearly  similar  language,  as  the  bounden 
fjoty  of  our  own  /ree-masons. 
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no  example  of  a  more  perfect  despotism  than  the  constitution 
of  this  order  presents.  They  were  directed  to  watch  over 
the  consciences  of  men  and  the  condition  of  society ;  to  call 
ecclesiastics,  magistrates,  and  even  princes  to  an  account ; 
and  when  they  thought  the  good  of  the  Church  required  it, 
to  dissolve  the  ties  which  connect  the  subjects  with  their  ru¬ 
lers!'*  This  order,  in  its  very  constitution  and  genius,  was 
made  for  action  and  intrigue,  and  to  this  degenerate  stand¬ 
ard  all  secret  orders  at  last  arrive. 

There  appears  to  be  a  latent  principle  in  human  nature — 
when  the  views  and  wishes  are  confined  to  sensual  objects — - 
which  urges  men  to  the  adoption  of  occult  and  sinister 
schemes,  through  which  they  can,  with  more  art  and  success, 
circumvent  their  fellows  in  all  the  variety  of  rule  and  inter¬ 
course.  A  part  of  this  spirit  extends  to  the  inhabitants  of 
every  section  of  the  globe  we  live  on ;  nor  does  it  exhibit  it¬ 
self  in  any  place  without  stirring  up  an  opposition  to  its 
unjust  pretensions.  The  empire  of  China  has  long  been 
afflicted  with  them ;  and  though  the  government  usually  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  great  severity  in  their  suppression,  yet,  like  the 
heads  of  the  hydra,  as  soon  as  one  is  destroyed  others  spring 
up.  They  are  speedily  discovered  by  their  intrigues,  con¬ 
spiracies  and  treasonable  movements.  They  are  called  “  Re¬ 
ligious  Banditti”  by  the  public  functionaries,  on  account  of 
their  religious  pretences.  Their  absurd  and  imposing  titles, 
depraved  ethics  and  licentious  lives,  render  them  the  terror 
of  the  weak  and  the  detestation  of  the  virtuous.  They  pre¬ 
tend  to  patronize  the  arts,  are  enthusiasts  in  religion,  and 
in  the  public  institutions,  claim  the  right  to  be  the  dic¬ 
tators.  Many  of  these  secret  societies  become  organized 
highway  robbers  and  river  pirates.  They  impose  on  the 
weak  by  charms,  incantations  and  necromantic  foolery  ;  by 


*  All  orders,  requiring  oaths  and  secrecy,  takes  the  will  from  the  initiated, 
and  oblige  him  to  obey  their  commands.  This  Order  did  not  except  “  mur¬ 
der  and  treason ” — it  set  the  example,  and  was  the  best  support  of  the  inqiri-' 
sition. 
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hopes  of  happiness,  fears  of  misery,  and  other  degenerfic 
ting  dogmas.  Like  all  such  self-created  impositions  on  hu¬ 
man  regulations,  they  have  titles  ridiculously  absurd  and 
impiously  pompous!  Among  these,  are  “  The  society  of  glory 
and  splendour “  The  great  ascending  society “  The  union 
of  the  three  great  powers,  Heaven ,  Earth,  and  Manf  &c. 
&cA  It  is  remarkable  that  nearly,  if  not  all  societies,' 
having  a  secret  organization,  endeavour,  in  their  ultimate 
tendencies,  to  inculcate  similar  doctrines  and  sentiments;  to 
aim  at  the  same  class  of  dignified  appellations,  and  usurp  the 
same  powers  and  privileges.  The  orders  we  are  now  con¬ 
sidering,  while  they  pretended  to  converse  with  heaven,  and 
base  their  mysteries  on  the  popular  religion,  directed  their 
great  efforts,  through  that  medium,  to  loosen  the’  ties  of 
moral  obligation,  and  prepare  those  they  initiated  Ffor  any 
act  of  daring  and  desperation  which  their  leaders  might 
deem  expedient.  They  were  founded  and  led  on  by  des¬ 
perate  characters,  who  sought  distinction  or  emolument  at 
the  expense  of  the  duped  and  deluded  multitude  on  whose 
credulity  they  imposed.  The  government  has  been  com¬ 
pelled  constantly  to  watch  and  hold  them  in  check,  know¬ 
ing  their  tendency  to  treason  and  blood ;  and  seldom  failed, 
when  they  were  discovered,  to  inflict  a  certain  and  summary 
punishment  upon  their  leaders. 

The  Society  of  Illuminati,  instituted  in  Germany  on  the 
first  of  May  1776,  was  also  a  secret  association,  the  avowed 
object  of  which,  at  first,  was  to  diffuse  the  light  of  science 


*  In  China  there  is  a  society  called  Sanho-hianc,  or  the  Triad,  or  Trinity 
Society.  If  first  began  with  benevolent  objects,  but  soon  degenerated  into 
an  association  of  plunderers  and  disorganizes.  It  is  governed  by  a  council 
of  three,  called  ancients,  who  have  the  largest  division  of  the  plunder.  Their 
ceremonies  of  ini  tiation  consist  in  solemn  oaths,  taken  under  a  line  of  naked 
swords,  suspended  above  the  admitted  member — in  prayers,  invocations,  &c. 
They  are  said  to  resemble  the  free  masons  in  many  particulars. —  Vide  Malte- 
Brun’s.  Geogr.  art.  China. 

There  are  various  other  secret  associations  in  China,  some  of  whose  name* 
are  “  The  white  Jackets”;  “  Red  Beards,”  “  Water  Lillies,”  “  Short  Swords  ” 
*  Tea  Sect,”  &c.  kc. 
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over  the  world ;  but  the  secret  design,  as  has  since  been  dis  ¬ 
covered,  “  was  by  clandestine  arts,  to  overturn  every  govern¬ 
ment,  and  every  religion ;  to  bring  the  sciences  of  civil  life 
into  contempt ;  and  to  reduce  mankind  to  a  stateof  nature.”* 
It  was  founded  on  the  plan  of  free-masonry ;  and  the  secrecy 
of  its  operations — the  deep  dissimulation;  consummate  hy¬ 
pocrisy  and  shocking  impiety  of  its  founders,  together 
with  their  art  to  conceal  their  real  motives  from  public  view, 
deceived  and  brought  into  its  snare  a  vast  number.  They 
also  pretended  to  morality  ;  but  real  blasphemy  and  absolute 
atheism  were  concealed  under  it.  This  society,  with  its 
branches,  under  the  title  of  Philosophists ,  CEconomists,  and 
ultimately  Jacobins,]  a  sect  in  which  for  a  time  they  were 
all  merged,  spread  themselves  over  Germany,  France,  and 
even  into  England,  where,  however,  they  obtained  a  very  in¬ 
secure  footing.  These  philosophers  and  wise  men  exercised 
all  their  wit  to  discredit,  and  employed  all  their  powers  to 
suppress  the  Christian  religion.  They  engaged,  in  their  or¬ 
ders,  all  the  popular  talents  of  these  countries,  suited  to  their 
views;  among  these,  D’Alembert,  Diderot  and  Uosseau, 
stood  foremost,  with  Voltaire  at  their  head.  Their  secret 
watch-word  was  “  Ecrasez  VInfame%—  In  the  developments 
of  their  plans,  it  was  discovered  that  they  were  opposed  to 
all  the  governments  of  Europe.  This  knowledge  caused 
Frederick  of  Prussia,  whom  they  had  warmly  enlisted,  to 

*  Vide  Barreul’s  memoirs  illustrating  the  history  of  the  Jacobins.  Am.  ed. 
4  vol.  1799. 

t  The  Jacobin  Club  was  a  secret  association.  It  nad  20,000  affiliated  clubs 
in  the  provinces  of  France,  which  looked  to  the  central  meeting  at  Paris,  as 
the  mother  society.  They  imbibed  all  its  notions,  diffused  all  its  opinions, 
and  propagated  all  its  alarms.  It  ruled  the  legislature  by  its  influence,  and 
for  some  time  even  dictated  what  it  should  do.  As  it  rose  in  power  it  sunk 
in  character,  (like  freemasonry  now,)  and  when  its  atrocities  commenced, 
it  had  scarce  a  member  who  was  not  prepared  for  any  deed  of  desperation 
which  its  chiefs  might  direct !  Its  brief  career  was  the  orgasm  of  Atheistic 
glory  !  a  test  of  those  principles  and  practices  which  always  follow  a  rejection 
of  the  Christian  religion  where  it  had  previously  been  acknowledged. 

t  “  Crush  Christ,” — and  their  boast,  that  they  would  “  Crush  the  Wretch ,” 
as  they  impiously  said,  was  the  great  object  of  their  secret  organization,  s 
design  not  yet  given  up,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel. 
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withravv  from,  and  even  write  against  and  oppose  the 
Illuminati  and  Philosophisis ;  but  this  step  was  not  taken 
until  most  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe  were  impotently 
labouring  for  their  suppression. 

The  llluminees  were,  however,  secretly  at  work,  with  all 
possible  activity.  Their  Areopagites,  or  initiated,  spread 
rapidly.  In  their  secret  war  with  the  existing  governments, 
laws,  and  religion,  they  proceeded  with  a  system  as  regu¬ 
lar  as  it  was  unsuspected  and  successful.  They  awakened 
a  taste  for  reading  ;  established  libraries,  and  filled  them 
with  atheistical  books ;  established  schools,  and  supplied 
them  with  teachers  and  books  ;  commissioned  male  and  fe¬ 
male  lecturers  to  travel  through  the  country,  and  prepared 
for  them  lectures  and  orations  to  transfuse  their  corrupting 
sentiments  into  the  public  mind  ;  sent,  with  pedlar  and  pack 
horse,  prodigious  quantities  of  atheistical  books  and  pam¬ 
phlets  through  all  the  provinces  of  France,  multiplying  them 
without  bounds,  and  circulating  them  without  modesty  ;  and 
thus,  in  a  short  time,  through  these  vehicles  of  corruption 
and  infidelity,  the  “  young  and  unprincipled  imbibed  a  poi¬ 
son  without  an  antidote.”*  Against  the  Bible,  the  most  ma¬ 
lignant  satires  were  directed.  The  sneer  of  ridicule  was  the 
weapon  which  they  best  knew  how  to  wield,  and  the  igno¬ 
rant  knew  least  how  to  ward  off — and  it  was  powerful  in 
their  hands.  They  endeavoured  to  monopolize  all  wit,  sci¬ 
ence  and  eloquence.  The  initiated  were  the  tools  they  ope¬ 
rated  with.  What  the  leaders  wrote  and  published,  by  a 
secret  signal  these  cried  up,  and  what  did  not  proceed  from 
them  they  as  quickly  cried  down.  Soon  the  Illuminated  got 
possession  of  all  the  Reviews,  and  periodical  publications  of 
France.  To  give  their  anarchical  and  atheistical  sentiments 
the  more  success,  their  new  members  were  gradually  ad¬ 
vanced  in  their  secret  degrees,  as  they  were  found  qualified 
and  prepared.  They  were  disciplined,  in  order  to  divest 
them  of  natural  feeling,  and  prepare  them  “for  bold,  cruel, 


*  Vide  Lathrop’s  Sermons. 
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and  ferocious  deeds.”  They  secretly  managed,  with  cun¬ 
ning  and  address,  through  men  in  authority,  to  get  their 
members  into  every  place  of  influence,  “as  courts,  acade¬ 
mies,  universities,  theological  schools,  post-offices,  printing- 
offices,  book-stores,  &c.  thus  surreptitiously  removing  out  of 
the  way  whatever  would  obstruct  their  designs,  and  placing 
their  own  agents  in  it.*  At  length,  having  obtained  an  ascend¬ 
ency  in  every  department,  civil,  military,  literary,  and  scien¬ 
tific,  they  began  to  be  less  reserved,  and  their  revolutionary 
schemes  more  obvious!  Some  of  their  papers  were  at  length 
accidentally  discovered;  others  secured;  many  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  from  compunction  confessed  the  mystery  of  iniquity,  and 
some  check  was  then  put  on  its  progress.  This  was  not, 
however,  done,  until  the  seeds  of  the  revolution  in  France 
had  been  sown — but  it  broke  out,  and  soon  they  overturned 
the  monarchy,  the  laws,  and  the  popular  religion!  Were 
we  not  forbidden  to  do  evil  that  good  might  come ,  we  might 
offer  an  apology  for  all  this,  and  pronounce  it  meritorious; 
but  the  corner-stone  of  their  societies  being  atheism,  their 
temple,  so  beautifully  constructed  with  their  compass  of  truth 
and  square  of  virtue,  like  the  fabled  fruits  of  Sodom,  disap¬ 
peared  at  the  touch!  Not  being  supported  by  virtue  and  re¬ 
ligion,  it  fell  at  the  very  moment  when  their  mirth  and  glory 
were  at  the  climax,  and  buried  the  visionary  builders  who 
erected  it  beneath  its  ruins!  But  the  catastrophe  did  not 
end  here — the  moloch  of  infidelity  was  not  yet  sufficiently 
glutted — the  anarch  of  desolation  now  erected  his  throne, 
and  the  victims  offered  to  this  sanguinary  god,  to  feast  his 
vengeance,  were  so  many,  that  the  conservators  of  illumin- 
ism,  philosophy,  and  lovely  nature ,  rather  than  pause  in  their 


*  Is  there  nothing  like  this  going  on  among  us?  Are  not  all  the  great  po¬ 
litical  changes  now  going  on,  altogether,  or  nearly  so,  in  favour  of  masonry  ? 
Who,  not  a  mason,  receives  the  executive  favour?  Who,  not  a  mason,  can 
get  a  recommendation  for  office  ?  era  nomination  to  it  ?  Who,  not  a  mason, 
gets  a  seat  on  the  judges  bench,  or  a  commission  as  a  magistrate?  Let  the 
blinded  and  duped  citizens  examine  into  and  answer  these  questions,  if  their 
indignant  feelings  will  permit  them. —  Vide  Latbrop’s  Sermons. 
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wrath,  proceeded  to  mutual  destruction  when  they  had  no 
more  of  the  innocent  on  whom  to  strike!  In  the  Neroism  of 
their  career — murdering  for  the  good  of  philosophy — the  fierce 
and  brutal  actions  of  these  secret  fraternities,  all  of  which 
were  now  ingulphed  in  the  Jacobin  clubs,  were  such,  that 
malice  soon  became  the  only  judge,  suspicion  the  only  sen¬ 
tence,  and  revenge  the  only  commission  authorizing  an  exe¬ 
cutioner  to  do  the  last  office  to  the  victim!  These  illumina¬ 
ted  wretches,  exhibiting  a  living  illustration  of  human  de¬ 
pravity  in  its  most  odious  form,  were  a  satire  on  the  princi¬ 
ples  they  had  themselves  adopted.  They  absolved  their 
members  from  all  moral  restraint,  in  consequence  of  which, 
in  the  delirium  of  their  fancied  triumphs,  their  foul  deeds 
were  too  atrocious  for  a  dispassionate  mind  to  contemplate, 
or  language  to  paint.  But  after  the  exacerbations  of  their 
wrath  had  been  spent  in  carnage  and  calamity,  like  the  imps 
described  by  Milton,  which  surrounded  Death  at  the  infernal 
gates,  as  if  horrified  at  their  own  operations,  they  kennelled 
themselves  from  human  sight  within  the  parent  from  whence 
they  sprung,  the  capacious  sides  of  whom  now  stretch  them¬ 
selves  over  all  nations,  savage  and  civilized,  and  are  ready  to 
crawl  forth,  when  occasion  offers,  to  raise  the  howl  of  ven¬ 
geance,  despair,  and  death  !* 

To  these  notices  of  various  secret  orders,  we  might  add 
many  others,  which  have,  at  different  and  distant  times,  dis¬ 
tracted  and  divided  the  nations  of  the  old  world  ;  and  which 
now  spread  their  pernicious  influence  over  the  British  em¬ 
pire  under  the  appellation  of  Orange,  Brunswick,  and  Cath- 


*  Vide  Professor  Robinson’s  Proofs  of  a  Conspiracy ;  and  Abbe  Barreul’s 
History  of  Jacobinism, — for  particulars  respecting  the  secret  Orders  of 
Germany,  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  England.  Many  useful  lessons  and 
warnings  may  be  gleaned  from  these  works  in  reference  to  the  use  and 
abuse  of  them  in  promoting  social  happiness  and  public  morals.  When 
we  speak  of  Secret  Societies  and  their  atrocities  elsewhere,  the  reader 
should  bear  in  mind  that  power — usurped,  illegal,  assumed  power,  will  always 
end  in  such  calamities ;  and  the  catastrophe  is  hastened  the  more  when  the 
preparation  is  secret. 
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die  Association  men;  one  party,  by  its  violence  and  ag¬ 
gression,  rendering  the  existence  of  the  other  necessary  for 
self-preservation.  These  organized  disorganizers,  pretend¬ 
ing  each  to  be  the  exclusive  support  ot  virtue  and  reli¬ 
gion,  stir  up  resistance  by  oppression,  and  fear  and  jeal¬ 
ousy  by  their  secret  and  mysterious  intrigues ! — Mutual  con¬ 
fidence  among  fellow  citizens  is  the  strength  and  happiness 
of  a  nation.  Whatever  tends  to  impair  it  must  be  injurious 
to  the  social  system.  The  tie  which  links  together  several 
parties,  with  opposite  and  exclusive  interests,  must  be  weak, 
and  will  seldom  fail  to  result  in  anarchy.  Each  party,  pur¬ 
suing  power  and  interest,  will  put  forth  the  greater  efforts  as 
it  finds  itself  out-done  by  its  rivals  ;  interest  will  then 
clash  with  interest ;  jealousies  will  oppose  jealousies;  and 
the  sinews  and  braces  which  bind  the  social  compact 
will  speedily  be  dissolved.  Then  the  demon  of  discord  will 
prevent  a  reconciliation  between  the  parties  until  the  effu¬ 
sion  of  blood  shall  have  reduced  the  feverish  excitement 
which  began  in  the  perverse  policy  of  fanatical  and  bigotted 
knaves  in  secret  associations. 

The  time  is  now  gone  by,  in  this  country,  when  the  leaders 
of  secret  orders,  no  matter  how  imposing  their  pretentions 
may  be,  will  command  the  homage  of  respect.  Light  is 
pouring  its  rays  upon  them  and  us ;  and  no  one,  possessing 
intelligence,  will  endure  on  his  conscience  the  imposition 
of  oaths  which  he  must  either  violate,  or  put  himself  un¬ 
der  the  risk  of  being  a  murderer  by  virtue  of  them,  while  he 
can  get  all  the  knowledge  in  possession  of  masonry,  to  the 
highest  degree  known  in  our  country,  for  a  few  cents!* 

*  Vide  Lights  on  Masonry,  (price  $1  50,)  which  explains  the  whole  secrets 
of  the  craft,  up  to  the  fiftieth  degree.  The  masonry  of  ottier  countries,  how¬ 
ever,  differs  somewhat  from  English  and  American  masonry.  Egypt  is  said 
to  be  the  place  where  it  had  its  birth.  There,  it  appears,  they  claim  Enoch 
as  the  founder  of  free-masonry,  and  Elias  its  patron)  as  ours  do  St.  John. — 
They  admit  ladies  into  their  fraternities;  and  this  is  dom-  by  breathing  upon 
the  face  of  the  candidate  from  the  forehead  to  the  chin,  in  order,  by  a  divine 
afflatus,  to  inspire  them  with  the  virtues  of  the  Grand  Cophte!  Their  caba¬ 
listic  engagements,  are  a  matriculation  oath,  by  which  she  (the  newly  initiated : 
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We  have  dwelt  on  the  natural  effects  and  tendencies  of 
secret  associations  in  times  past,  in  order  to  awaken  and 
draw  public  curiosity  to  an  inquiry  into  this  important  sub¬ 
ject.  We  wish  to  present  them  to  our  fellow  citizens  in 
their  proper  dress  and  features,  that  they  may  hereafter  be 
better  understood.  Now,  with  a  few  slight  exceptions, 
the  only  inferences  we  can  draw  from  our  inquiries  are,  that 
they  are  formed  of  such  materials,  having  all  rule  and  autho¬ 
rity,  as  they  now  have,  in  their  hands,  and  filling  every  office 
of  trust  and  profit  in  the  nation,  that  when  they  will  it,  and 
are  ready,  they  may  stamp  on  the  earth,  like  Cadmus,  and 
armed  legions  shall  arise,  bristling  with  bayonets,  to  sweep, 
in  terriffic  warfare,  their  enemies  into  destruction !  for  ambi¬ 
tion ,  want  and  t vengeance,  are  seeds  found  plentifully  among 
them;  and  when  sown,  will  seldom  fail,  like  the  dragon’s 
teeth,  to  produce  a  crop  of  warriors  who  will  destroy  each 
other,  if  there  be  nothing  else  to  destroy!  Then,  the  mock 
knights,  princes  and  kings  of  the  chapters  and  encampments, 
elated  with  their  power,  and  the  implicit  obedience  of  the 
subordinate  members  of  their  orders,  may  turn  that  into  re¬ 
ality  which  had  originated  in  a  farce!  The  restless  and 
grasping  spirit,  which  in  England  some  years  ago,  prompted 
one  of  them  to  ask  the  protection  of  Parliament,  by  an  Act, 
through  which  all  other  societies,  holding  secret  meetings, 
should  be  suppressed ,  and  it  encouraged,* *  is  the  same  now  as 


is  to  compare  the  Grand  Cophte,  or  Mistress,  to  God !  and  be  enabled  to 
couverse  with  angels  and  the  Divinity ! !  In  Egyptian  masonry,  people  of  all 
religions  are  admitted,  and  they  are  promised,  through  the  mysteries  of  the 
craft,  to  be  conducted  to  physical  and  moral  regeneration,  and  be  washed 
from  the  impurity  of  original  sin !  The  whole  of  their  rites  and  doctrines,  are 
impious  and  atheistical ;  and  like  all  branches  of  the  system,  exceedingly  de¬ 
lusive  and  dangerous. 

*  This  was  in  the  year  1799.  The  efforts  used  were  exceedingly  great  to 
obtain  an  exclusive  privilege.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Horsley  advocated  their 
cause  in  Parliament  with  much  warmth.  Sermons,  pamphlets,  and  addresses 
were  delivered,  to  secure  that  object;  aod  one  individual,  (the  Rev.  Mr. 
Inwood,)  represented  it  as  “consistent  with  religion,  and  as  haring  a  direct 
tendency  to  enforce  the  performance  of  every  on*  of  its  holy  precepts  1” 
What  a  pillar  in  the  church! 
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ever.  The  condition  of  society  is,  in  fact,  rapidly  progressing 
to  a  state  which  calls  loudly  for  patriotic  interference,  and  a 
check  is  indispensably  necessary.  The  moral  feelings  of 
the  community  are  sensitive  upon  political  subjects  of  trifling 
moment ;  on  this  most  important  one,  it  is  comparatively  dor¬ 
mant,  and  should  forthwith  be  awakened  to  surrounding  and 
accumulating  danger,  before  an  escape  from  it  shall  have 
become  impossible! 

We  have  demonstrated  that  the  natural  tendency  of  se¬ 
cret  orders  is  to  seek  power  and  influence.  History  affords 
no  other  species  of  evidences,  nor  does  human  nature,  a  safe 
foundation  for  any  other  expectation.  It  is  said, they  have  long 
been  passive,  and  been  supported  by  great  and  good  men. 
So,  the  sides  of  .zEtna  is  often  covered  with  foliage,  and  flow¬ 
ers,  and  fruits ;  but  in  an  hour  least  expected,  the  volcano 
sends  forth,  from  its  horrid  crater,  a  tempest  of  burning  rocks, 
and  liquid  fire,  spreading  desolation  over  those  who  reposed 
upon  its  bosom!  These  societies  have  heretofore  been,  to  the 
social  system,  a  “scorpion  whip,  unseen  by  mortal  eyes;”* 
Through  them,  their  members  obtain  wealth  and  honours, — 
and  all  these,  often  without  either  talent  or  merit.  Their  ex¬ 
clusive  favours,  being  factitious,  and  therefore  unnatural, 
diminish  the  inclination  of  the  members  to  raise  themselves 
in  society  by  their  personal  merits,  as  they  impair  those  ele¬ 
vated  sentiments  which  rest  upon  the  pedestals  of  dignity, 
honour  and  virtue.  They  raise  the  self-importance  of  their 
leaders  above  a  just  standard,  and  lower  the  dependent 
branches  in  proportion  ;  and  hence  the  doctrines  inculcated 
by  them  are  similar  to  what  the  grand  master  of  a  certain 
institution  once  addressed  to  his  sovereign :  “  Reason,” 

said  the  sycophant,  “  pauses  with  respect  before  the  mystery 

*  The  inscription  on  the  statue  of  the  goddess  Isis,  reminds  us  of  the  ma¬ 
sonic  pretensions  to  antiquity.  “  I  am  ail  that  has  been,  that  shall  be,  and 
none  among  mortals  has  hitherto  taken  off  my  veil." — The  Le  Roy  Conven¬ 
tion,  however,  has  taken  the  veil  off ;  and  the  mysteries,  now  unfolded,  have 
startled,  and  enabled  us  to  see  the  “  cage  of  unclean  birds,”  in  all  their  vile- 
nesa  and  deformity. 
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of  power  and  obedience,  and  abandons  all  inquiry  into  its  na¬ 
ture  to  that  religion  which  made  the  persons  of  kings  sacred, 
after  the  image  of  God  himself! !  * 

It  is  contended,  on  behalf  of  Secret  Associations ,  that  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  the  refinements  of  society,  are  sure  guarantees 
now,  against  their  invasions  of  civil  liberty  and  social  rights  ; 
that  their  system  is  compatible  with  religion;  and  that 
they  have,  enrolled  among  them,  the  patriot  and  the  pious, 
the  infidel  and  the  Christian.  We  admit,  in  a  qualified 
sense,  the  latter,  but  deny  the  premises.  These  societies 
have  ever  been  the  earliest  and  most  efficient  conspira¬ 
tors,  in  all  times  and  places,  against  the  Bible,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  system,  and  every  governmental  and  legal  institu¬ 
tion  in  the  midst  of  which  they  have  arisen.  Good  men 
join,  but  we  apprehend  weak  or  ambitious  men  only  continue 
to  sustain  the  spirit  of,  or  remain  amongst,  them.t  No  proof 
can  be  adduced  that  any  good  man,  could  he  have  previous¬ 
ly  been  made  acquainted  with  the  blasphemous  nature  of 
their  oaths,  and  tests, — rendered  palatable  to  the  unthink¬ 
ing  with  Scripture  texts  and  sacred  allusions — would  ever 
have  entered  into  a  compact,  the  laws  of  which  demand  a 

*  See  Fontanges’  Address  to  the  Emperor  of  France  on  his  return  from 
the  Russian  campaign,— Scott’s  Napoleon,  Vol.  II.  chap.  23.  Bost.  ed. 

f  It  is  acknowledged  that  there  are  pious  and  patriotic  men  among  them. 
But  most  of  these  discontinue  their  connection  after  a  short  acquaintance. 
A  few  of  the  weak,  vain,  and  frivolous,  remain.  These,  too,  would  withdraw, 
had  they  closeness  of  discrimination,  and  were  dispossessed  of  all  secret  bias 
in  favour  cf  their  prevailing  weakness.  But  such,  we  understand,  retire  to 
their  homes,  when  the  business  of  the  Lodge  is  over,  and  leave  the  more  cor¬ 
rupt  and  unworthy,  with  the  sanction  of  their  names  and  occasional  presence, 
to  enter  the  larders  of  their  lodges,  to  drink  and  plot  mischief,  and  after  matur¬ 
ing  their  unholy  and  secret  designs,  to  carry  them  into  effect,  seconded  by 
their  biethren,  who  remain  as  ignorant  of  the  origin  of  what  they  counte¬ 
nance,  as  the  unborn. 

It  speaks  nothing  for  the  masonic  fraternity  that  good  and  great  men  join 
them.  Such  men  always  go  where  they  are  told  there  is  good  to  be  obtained. 
But  after  they  go,  can  they  safely  give  their  free  opinion  of  their  merits  in  the 
negative,  without  danger?  Are  they  not  muzzled  by  oaths  to  keep  secret, 
and  not  to  speak  against  them?  Take  away  this  imposing  restraint,  and  hear 
then  what  a  burst  of  indignation  would  roll  from  their  emancipated  souls!! 
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human  sacrifice  as  the  price  of  its  revealment !  !  Some  of 
them  tell  us — they  sing  it  for  us — that  until  they  open  our  eyes 
we  are  in  darkness!*  If  it  were  not  so  who  would  join  them? 
Masonry,  by  an  irrevocable  doom,  forever  encloses  all  who 
enter  the  portals  of  its  temple ;  nor  can  they,  consistent 
with  her  rules,  however  much  they  may  detest  them,  return 
to  their  former  condition.  Her  suicidal  oaths  are  the  rr  ore 
horrible,  as  they  are  made  for  self-interested  objects.  She  re¬ 
jects  the  maxim,  that  “error  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated 
when  reason  is  left  to  combat  it.”t  She  is  a  system  of  secret 
espionage  on  the  political  and  moral  community,  watching 
over,  regulating  and  controulling  the  public’s  affairs,  without 
their  knowledge  or  consent,  and  tends  to  debauch  the  youth¬ 
ful  mind  by  a  love  of  military  fame  and  personal  distinction. 

The  secret  fraternities  deny  that  we  have  a  right  to  cen¬ 
sure,  because  we  cannot  know  them.  We  deny  this.  The 
members  have,  themselves,  assisted  to  confirm  what  others 
had  long  known.  They  have  confessed  the  truth!  acknow¬ 
ledged  their  errors,  broke  their  prisons,  and  have  become 
free!  The  variety  of  ways  by  which  we  can  judge  masonry 
are  now  multiplied.  We  will  here  present  some  of  them. 
We  judge  them — from  their  own  avowals  ;  from  the  occa¬ 
sional  discovery  of  their  papers ;  from  the  confession  of 
candid  members  who  now  denounce  and  publish  that  which 
they  had  imagined  themselves,  falsely,  bound  to  conceal ; 
from  the  numerous  secesions  of  members  who  had  attained 
all  their  degrees  ;  from  their  oaths,  binding  them  to  aid, 

*  How  few,  like  Ulysses,  are  deaf  to  this  syren  ?  How  many  have  been  lost 
on  the  rocks  and  in  the  whirlpools  of  masonic  presumption,  intemperance, 
and  malignity?  Some  have  joined  and  continued  with  them  without  much 
apparent  loss  or  gain.  That  they  may  not  have  gained  much,  we  admit;  but  the 
loss  will  not  be  reckoned  until  we  shall  all  meet  at  the  tribunal  of  Jehovah. 

|  Masonry  wilt  not  allow  her  principles  to  be  discussed  without  endanger¬ 
ing  the  person  who  examines  them.  Is  this  a  proof  of  consonance  with 
religion ,  good  government ,  law ,  and  liberty?  Can  that  be  good  which  re¬ 
quires  to  be  always  puffed,  refuses  the  light,  and  will  not  be  examined,  ex¬ 
cept  by  its  sworn  friends?  Considerate  masons  have  released  themselves  from 
her  thraldom,  but  it  was  done  against  the  spirit  of  the  institution. 


watch  over,  defend,  and  promote  each  other’s  honours 
and  interests ;  from  their  invocations  of  malediction — their 
prayers  for  exclusion  from  heaven,  calamity,  sickness,  poi¬ 
son,  sudden  death,  and  their  imprecatory  call  for  the  blastings 
of  Jehovah's  wrath  on  their  ownselves  should  they  reveal  their 
secrets!  from  their  sensitive  feeling,  testiness,  and  malignant 
persecutions  of  all  who  slight  their  cause,  oppose  their  craft, 
or  cast  any  imputation  on  their  order!  from  their  imposing 
oaths  on  new  members  to  keep  secrets  yet  to  be  revealed ; 
oaths  to  keep  secret  what  had  been  revealed,  and  then  giving, 
as  the  price  of  these  obligations,  nothing  more  than  an  oner¬ 
ous  burden  on  their  consciences  of  barbarous  caballistic 
words  and  tokens,  as  a  means  of  recognition  and  bond  of 
union  ;  from  their  setting  no  higher  value  on  human  life  than 
a  revelation  of  a  few  words  and  signs! — from  their  attempts, 
by  intrigue  and  management,  to  monopolize  all  power, 
office  and  distinction  ;*  from  their  giving  a  preference  to 
the  extra-judicial  oaths  administered  in  their  Lodges  over 
those  before  a  legal  tribunal,  in  order  to  protect  one  ano¬ 
ther,  through  which  justice  is  rendered  void  and  perjury 
justified;!  from  their  weakening  the  sanctions  of  morali¬ 
ty  and  religion,  by  the  multiplication  of  profane  oaths,  and 
an  immoral  familiarity  with  religious  forms  and  ceremo¬ 
nies  ;t  from  their  unholy  commingling  of  divine  truth  with 
impious  human  ceremonies  and  inventions  ;  from  their  de¬ 
secration  of  religious  ordinances  by  a  profane  use  of  religious 
forms ;  from  their  attempts  to  personify  the  Supreme  Being 
in  their  Lodges  ;  from  their  prostitution  of  the  Sacred  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  unholy  purposes,  to  subserve  their  own  secular  and 

*  Vide  the  Address  of  the  Anti- Masonic  Convention  held  at  Harrisburg 
in  June,  1829,  where  proofs,  strong  and  undeniable,  of  this  fact,  are  given: — 
See  also  Middleware's  letter,  confirming  these  statements,  and  showing  that 
the  obstruction  to  his  political  nomination  was,  his  not  being  a  mason. 

f  Vide  The  trial  of  Eli  Bruce,  and  others,  for  the  abduction  of  Morgan, 
where  the  non,  mi  ricordi  masonic  witnesses,  perjured  themselves  without 
shame  or  compunction,  to  screen  members  from  the  penalty  of  the  law. 

t  Vide  the  Declaration  of  Independence  of  Seceding  Masons,  at  a  Con- 
vention  held  at  Le  Roy,  (N.  Y.)  July  4, 1828, 


23 


trifling  concerns  ;  from  their  creating  odious  aristocracies  by 
obliging  their  members  to  support  each  other’s  interests  in 
preference  to  others  of  equal  qualifications  ;*  from  their 
encouraging  the  commission  of  crime  by  affording  to  the 
guilty  facilities  of  escape  ;t  from  their  concealing  and  pro¬ 
tecting  the  guilty  from  punishment  from  their  arroga¬ 
ting  to  themselves  the  right  to  punish  their  members  for 
offences  unknown  to  the  laws  of  this  or  any  other  nation  ;§ 
from  their  exercising  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  and  lives 
of  the  citizens  of  this  republic ;  from  their  assuming  titles 
and  dignities  incompatible  with  a  republican  form  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  enjoining  an  obedience  to  them  derogatory  to 
republican  principles  •,  from  the  habits  of  idleness  and  intem¬ 
perance  generated  at  the  Lodges  and  in  their  visitations, 
while  drinking  their  libations  during  their  midnight  carou¬ 
sals  ;||  from  the  large  funds  it  abstracts  from  the  ignorant  and 
deluded  poor,  to  the  distress  of  their  families,  too  often  to  be 

*  Vide  The  oaths  of  a  Royal  Arch  mason — where  the  political  advance¬ 
ment  of  a  R.  A.  M.  is  to  be  preferred  to  another  of  equal  qualifications. — This 
oath  is  often  put  thus — “  that  I  will  vote  for  a  companion  R.  A.  M.  before  any 
other  of  equal  qulifications.” — Lights  on  Masonry. 

f  Vide  The  depositions  of  masons  and  others  proving  perjury  against  the 
masonic  witnesses  at  the  trial  of  the  Morgan  conspirators. — lb. 

J  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  protected  one  of  Morgan’s  murderers, 
and  furnished  him  with  money,  and  a  safe  conveyance  out  of  the  country. 
He  went  to  England. — This  has  been  confessed  by  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  in  that  city. 

That  all  masons  have  sanctioned  this  murderous  and  hellish  act,  we 
do  not  believe.  But  that  the  institution  itself  is  chargeable  with  the  deed  is 
indubitably  certain.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  sent  men  to  help  Mor¬ 
gan  out  of  the  way ,  and  have  contributed  several  thousand  dollars  to  support 
and  screen  the  murderers.  Thus  was  the  jund  oj  charity  paid  out  to  support 
assassins ! 

4  While  this  [address  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printers  and  part  of  it  printed 
off,  a  member  of  a  masonic  Lodge,  high  in  the  order,  asserted,  that  the  masons 
had  a  right  to  the  life  of  Morgan ;  that  he  had  been  condemned  by  a  tribunal 
whose  authority  was  higher  than  even  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  no  one  should  call  in  question  their  right  to  deal  with  their  own 
members  as  they  pleased! — We  are  willing  to  sustain  this  by  legal  proofs 

H  Vide  Hon.  C.  D.  Colden’s  Letter,  denouncing  masonry  as  favourable  to 
intemperance  and  licentiousness. — Should  they  not  be  under  the  supervision 
of  our  Temperance  Societies? 
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dissipated  in  rioting  and  pleasure,  and  in  senseless  ceremonies 
and  exhibitions  ;*  from  their  selfishness  in  confining  their 
charities  to  their  own  members,  thereby  promoting  the  in¬ 
terests' of  a  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many,  through  which 
the  sympathies  of  their  hearts  are  contracted  for  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  ;  and  from  their  profanely  calling  themselves  a  religious 
institution,  under  divine  laws,  while  they  admit  among  them 
Atheists,!  Polytheists,  Theists  and  Christians,  and  boast  that 
Pagans  and  Mahomedans  are  members  of  their  fraternities.  J 
While  we  boldly  assert  that  toe  can  prove  all  these  things,  we 
ask,  in  what  points  can  we  judge  them  favourably?  We 
know  they  will  refer  us  to  their  numerous  charities ;  but 
these  have  been  sinister  and  ostentatious,§  They  will  tell 
us,  that  in  their  meetings,  and  elsewhere,  they  cultivate  the 
social  feelings  and  affections;  but  we  answer,  that  they  sub¬ 
tract  from  individual  society  as  much  as  they  contribute  to 
their  selfish  stock ;  thereby,  as  the  phrase  has  it,  “gaining  a 
loss!”  But  what  else  do  they  profess  to  contribute  to  the 
fund  of  human  happiness  ?||  lust  nothing!!  While  the 

*  The  yearly  income  of  the  Grand  Ledge  of  the  state  of  New-York  is  said 
to  be  120  000  dollars ;  and  in  all  the  U.  S.  perhaps  little  short  of  $1,000,000! 
As  the  charity  of  masons  is  usually  trumpelted  aloud,  how  small  a  portion  of 
this  goes  the  way  they  pretend  it  does ! 

f  Some  of  the  degrees  profess  not  to  receive  Atheists — but  not  all. 

J  That  masonry  is  not  connected  with  or  founded  on  the  Christian  system 
is  proved  from  the  prayer  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  “  Give  us  grace  dili¬ 
gently  to  search  thy  word  in  the  book  of  nature,  wherein  the  duties  of  our 
high  vocation  are  inculcated  with  divine  authority.”  Here  the  “book  of 
nature”  is  put  for  the  volume  of  inspiration!  If  this  is  not  atheism,  it  is  at 
least  deism.  It  shows  the  cloven  fool  of  the  institution,  and  leads  to  some¬ 
thing  still  worse  in  the  higher  degrees. — See  hereafter. —  Vide  Barnard’s 
Lights  on  Masonry. 

$  Vide  Hon.  C.  D.  Golden’s  letter  of  May  4th,  1829. 

||  Do  they  get  science?  No ;  unless  it  be,  as  Golden  says,  to  learn  that  the 
“sun  rises  in  the  east,  and  sets  in  the  west.”  Do  they  obtain  knowledge? 
No;  there  is  none  there,  except  “words  without  knowledge.”  Wisdom  and 
virtue?  No;  the  masonic  character  will  bear  no  man  out  in  saying  that  it 
communicates  such.  They  praise  and  esteem  one  another ,  and  they  will  not 
praise  and  esteem  others  when  the  contest  is  between  masons  and  others.  If 
we  judge  them  as  we  find  them  in  common  life,  they  are  below  par  as  a 
body,  in  a  moral  point  of  view. 
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evils  they  inflict  on  the  social  system  are  so  many  and  great 
as  to  require  their  utmost  art  and  vigilance  to  gild  and  cover 
them.  The  dark,  direful,  and  ominous  picture  presented  by  the 
page  of  history,  when  secret  societies  are  referred  to,  proves 
that  they  have  ever  been  a  moral  cancer,  eating  into  the  vi¬ 
tals  of  social  order,  establishing  themselves  on  individual  ruin, 
and  spreading  their  morbid  ethics,  and  the  contagion  of  their 
ill-starred  example,  wherever  they  could  entice  the  foolish, 
band  themselves  in  a  common  cause  with  a  common  purse, 
or  “lurk  privily  for  the  innocent!”  We  wish  we  could 
add,  that  they  have  not  “laid  wait  for  blood!”  but  alas!  a 
stain,  deep  and  indelible,  is  now  emblazoned  on  their  es¬ 
cutcheon,  which  time  cannot  efface  nor  hecatombs  atone 
for!*  As  if  to  confirm  history,  prove  the  genuineness  of 
their  origin,  and  evince  themselves  worthy  of  their  ancestry, 
they  have  justified  the  worst  suspicions  of  their  opponents, 
by  the  perpetration  of  a  crime,  at  once  the  highest  known  to 
our  laws,  and  the  most  abhorrent  to  human  nature !  This 
horrible  act  they  have  construed  to  be  meritorious  and  de¬ 
served  ;  as  resulting  from  the  nature  of  their  obligations,  and 
therefore,  of  right,  demanding  the  sanction  of  their  whole 
fraternity!!  thus  placing  their  own  extra-judicial  obligations 
above  law  and  justice.! 

In  giving  these  sickening  and  painful  details,  we  are 
aware,  that  many,  not  affiliated  with  them,  who  have  not 
examined  the  subject  upon  which  we  dwell,  may,  at  first 
glance,  be  startled  and  incredulous.  The  amiable  and 
good,  in  judging,  are  usually  on  the  side  of  charity.  But  as 
we  never  reason  until  we  doubt,  and  as  suspicion  is  the 
groundwork  of  scrutiny  and  intelligence,  so,  therefore,  the 

*  Vide  A  Narrative  of  the  Abduction  of  Morgan,  &c.  by  a  committee 
of  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Genessee,  Livingston,  Ontario,  Monroe  and  Ni¬ 
agara,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  supported  by  depositions,. &c.  The  murder 
of  Morgan  is  now  placed  beyond  all  doubt.  It  has  repeatedly  been  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  members  to  eac’n  other,  some  of  whom  have  publicly  confessed  that 
a  communication  of  the  fact  has  been  made  to 'them;  and  a  few  have  added 
their  depositions  in  confirmation  of  it  Legal  proofs  alone  are  wanting,  be* 
cause  legal  evidence  cannot  be  bad. 
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amiable  and  good  are  often  shielded  from  calamity  by  the 
very  men  whose  temerity  and  honest  patriotism  they  meek¬ 
ly  censure!  The  work,  therefore,  though  disgusting,  is  not 

the  less  necessary  to  be  done. 

In  undertaking  to  expose  the  evils  and  dangers  of  secret 
orders,  our  aim  is  to  restore  society  to  its  natural  state,  and 
to  check  the  progress  of  intemperance,  licentiousness  and 
irreligion.  We  again  affirm,  that  the  lodges  of  secret  socie¬ 
ties  have  been  the  dens  where  most  of  the  vipers  have  been 
hatched  which  have  fastened  their  fangs  on  civil  libeity  and 
the  Christian  religion!  and  they  have  done  it  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  being  their  friends  and  supporters!  Wherever  they 
have  established  themselves,  they  have  endeavoured  to  ac¬ 
quire  an  ascendancy  over  public  opinion  and  civil  authority  ; 
and  such  is  now  their  potency  and  influence,  that  to  destioy 
the  hydra,  in  this  republican  government,  is  utterly  impossible, 
except  by  a  re-action  of  enlightened  sentiment  and  public 
opinion.  The  pillars  and  props  which  have  heretofore 
borne  them,  are  even  now  shaken,  and  must  soon  tumble  on 
their  heads.*  They  are,  it  is  true,  making  powerful  efforts 
to  rally  and  fortify  themselves,  by  multiplying  collateral  fra¬ 
ternities  ;t  but  these,  growing  up  like  poisonous  fungi  from 
a  rotten  stock,  though  they  should  send  forth  pestilence  on 
the  wings  of  the  popular  gale,  to  corrupt  the  moral  senti¬ 
ment  of  our  young,  must  soon  again  shrink  into  deformity 
and  contempt,  while  their  expiring  groans  will  mingle  with 
and  be  lost  in  the  execrations  of  their  cotemporaries. 

Constituted  as  human  nature  is,  we  must  look  in  vain  for 

*  There  are  now  nearly  150  Anti-Masonic  Newspapers  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  number  is  rapidly  increasing.  Light  has  now  really  gone 
forth,  aud  the  works  of  darkness  must  be  dragged  to  this  light,  that  their 
deeds  may  be  reproved.” 

t  The  “  Odd-Fellows ,”  (a  dangerous  society  of  men,  growing  out  of  Ma¬ 
sonry,)  are  now  arising  among  us.  This  Society  was  instituted  by  an  Eng¬ 
lish  blacksmith,  a  few  years  ago;  and  receives  into  it  all  who  apply,  as 
able-bodied  citizens.  This  is  now  the  resort  of  political  knaves,  who  desire  of¬ 
fice  and  votes,  and  want  tools  to  work  with.  We  are  in  possession  of  all  their 
private  affairs,  and  will  soon  make  them  public. 
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any  moral  benefits  from  secret  societies.  Their  dark  and 
mysterious  movements  afford  them  an  asylum,  and  secure 
them  an  impunity,  which  individuals,  transgressing  social 
laws,  vainly  expect.*  They  are  united  in  a  separate  and 
independent  community,  with  exclusive  and  selfish  interests 
and  feelings.  They  are  under  solemn  obligations  to  protect 
and  defend  every  true  brother  of  their  orders  ;  to  prefer  one 
another  in  dealing  ;  promote  one  another  to  offices  and  hon¬ 
ours  ;t  keep  each  other’s  secrets,  with  the  dreadful  penalty 
of  death  for  its  violation ;  commit  murder ,  and  treason  if  com¬ 
manded,!  and  so  to  organize  their  antipathies,  resentments 
and  revenges,  that  their  bills  of  malignity — to  borrow  a  mer¬ 
cantile  word — may  be  promptly  honoured,  their  associates  be 
protected  and  defended  whether  “  right  or  ivrong ,”  and  the 
concentrated  force  of  their  enmities  be  poured,  with  silent 
and  consuming  vengeance,  on  their  adversaries !§ 

To  possess  the  proofs  of  these  allegations  we  have  only  to 
open  our  eyes  and  ears.  They  press  upon  us  with  irresistible 
force  and  evidence.  Every  new  political  transaction  affords 
fresh  facts  and  testimony.  Now,  the  secret  societies  conspire 
in  their  lodges,  against  virtue,  talent,  capacity  and  patriotism 
in  the  individual  state  of  society,  and  nominate  men  from 
their  own  fraternities,  for  all  offices  either  to  be ,  or  that  can 
be  vacated.  When  this  is  done,  and  the  word  given,  by  a 
concerted  movement,  one  howl  is  heard  through  all  their 
ranks!  Multitudes,  notin  the  secret,  espouse  their  cause, 
either  by  persuasion  or  through  the  pretence  of  party.  The 
j  unconscious  victim,  weak  and  unsupported,  is  hunted  down, 
by  these  thrice  holy  and  illustrious  Jackalls  of  hypocrisy,  that 

*  Crimes  done  bv  masons,  where  masons  only  are  witnesses,  seldom  re¬ 
ceive  their  dements.  They  shield  one  another  from  Justice— they  are  bound 
:to  do  so,  particularly  if  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  The  wives  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  are  sometimes  put  under  oath. 

t,  The  late  masonico-politico  intrigues  at  Harrisburg,  will  remove  all  doubt 
from  the  minds  of  those  who  read  an  account  of  them. 

This  is  proved  to  be  in  the  R.  A.  Masons  oath.  Some  Lodges,  are  said  to 
I except  “  murder  and  treason.”  The  oath  is,  therefore,  Dot  always  uniform. 

{  Vide  the  obligations  of  “  The  Holy  and  Thrice  Illustrious  order  of  the 
Cross,” — Lights  on  mas.  pp.  177.  also  311. 
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the  lion  of  the  party  may  be  fed  with  his  spoils,  and  he  falls  an 
easy  prey  to  their  concerted  power!  Fo  sustain  their  influ¬ 
ence  and  ascendancy,  they  have  thus  excluded  almost  all 
who  are  not  of  their  societies  from  rule  and  authority,  or 
have  brought  those  who  are,  under  their  influence  and  oaths!* 
With  few  exceptions  they  have  now  in  their  hands  all  the 
civil,  military  and  judicial  power.!  Ihey  awe  our  Synods, 
Assemblies,  Conferences  and  Conventions  among  the  reli¬ 
gious  societies,  nor  will  they,  in  any  one  of  these  bodies,  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  republican  decision  of  a  majority  on  any  masonic 
question'd  They  have  become  privileged  orders,  fully  or¬ 
ganized  under  the  most  extreme  of  despotic  titles.))  Their 
property  is  exempted  from  taxation, §  and  the  solemn  and 

*  Our  distinguished  citizens  are,  somehow,  generally  ensnared,  and  put  un¬ 
der  masonic  oaths  and  influence ;  but  they  are  more  especially  so  when 
they  hope  for  office.  When  public  men  are  sustained  by  all  who  are  masons, 
and  not  opposed  by  those  who  are  not ,  their  cause  must  be  good,  and  their 
merits,  cf  course,  great !  WheD  a  public  man  is  once  a  mason,  then — ves¬ 
tigia  nulla  relr  or  sum — a  mason  he  must  remain,  or,  in  the  language  of  the 
“  Knights  of  the  eagle,”  he  is  mercifully  given  over  to  the  torments  of 

THE  DAMNED !  ! 

+  A  perusal  of  the  Address  of  the  Harrisburg  Anti-Masonic  Convention, 
together  with  Middleware’s  Letter,  will  prove  this  assertion.  All  the  judges 
on  our  benches,  in  the  proportion  of  ten,  to  one  are  masons! 

X  No  man  will  successfully  contradict  this  assertion.  Many  of  these  pious 
bodies  have  placed  limits  to  the  spread  of  masonry  among  them :  but  the  silly 
pretence  of  some  clergymen  that  they  can  have  access  to  men,  through  this 
medium,  which  they  otherwise  could  not,  is  their  apology.  Is  not  this  “  doing 
evil  that  good  may  come?”  When  any  attempt  is  made  to  check  the  pro- 
gressof  masonry  among  the  clergy,  they  make  schisms,  threaten  divisions,  &c. 
These  Knights  of  “  The  Book  of  Nature”  of  the  lodges,  are  usually  worth 
little  elsewhere.  Salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  masonry,  are  two  things; 
and  the  Corybantes  of  the  lodge  make  a  sorry  figure  in  the  pulpit. 

||  They  not  only  take  the  title  of  Knights,  Princes,  High  Priests,  and  Kings, 
but  go  still  higher.  “  The  Knights  of  the  East  and  West,”  for  instance,  have 
an  Alt.  Puissant,  who  represents  Jehovah  seated  on  the  throne  of  heaven — 
also,  the  Lamb  of  God,  opening  the  seven  seals.  The  Senior  Warden  re¬ 
presents  the  “  strong  angel,”  proclaiming  “  who  is  worthy,”  &c.  The  “  aged 
brethren,”  and  “  four  old  men  with  bladders,”  represent  the  angels  of  God 
with  power;  and  masonry  represents  the  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand 
sealed  servants  of  God! ! ! 

5  Such  is  the  case,  for  instance,  with  the  great  Hall  in  Chestnut  street, 
Philadelphia,  and,  we  arc  told,  much  other  property  elsewhere. 
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binding  nature  of  their  oaths  to  each  other  is  their  grand 
charter.*  They  also  rule  the  Press,  that  palladium  of  our 
liberties,  so  that  nothing  can  be  said  or  done  against  them, 
as  they  indoctrinate  their  members  in  secret  and  systematic 
revenge.!  The  power  to  make  themselves  feared  releases 
them  from  all  desire  to  make  themselves  loved ;  their  ties 
encourage  intrigue,  and  their  mysteries  are  the  grave  of  can¬ 
dour  and  truth.!  Their  combination  enables  them  to  secure 
in  most  cases,  a  pre-emption  in  trade,  and  their  hypocrisy  a 
monopoly  of  charity.§  Their  means  to  sustain  power  are 
cruel  in  proportion  as  it  is  assumed ;  and  their  humane  feel¬ 
ings  decrease  with  their  supposed  individual  irresponsibility 
for  cruelty  and  crime  !||  They  give  power  to  the  bad,  au¬ 
thority  to  the  base,  and  derogate  from  virtue,  genius  and 
goodness!  With  imposing  names,  they  give  a  character 
to  foul  actions,  through  which  those  who  would  startle  at 
vice  are  cautiously  led  to  practice  its  lessons  under  the  dis¬ 
guise  of  virtue.  Their  secrecy  begets  dissimulation — their 
titles  and  dignities  diffuse  the  spirit  of  pomp,  monarchy,  and 
despotism ;  and  their  whole  system  is  subversive  of  truth 
and  justice. 

*  Vide  Hallam's  Middle  Ages,  vol.  11.  p.  299. 

f  The  author  of  this  article  was  informed  a  few  days  ago,  that  if  the  anti¬ 
masons  attempted  to  print  or  publish  any  thing  in  this  city  against  the  masons, 
they  would  get  their  feelings  hurl  as  they  rounded  the  corners  of  our  streets ; 
and  significantly  advised  that  we  keep  quiet. — “  I  swear  to  take  revenge  on 
the  enemies  of  masonry,”  is  one  oLtheir  oaths. 

J  Every  thing  connected  with  masonry  is  ex  parte;  they  cannot  speak 
truth  in  full,  or  be  open,  candid,  or  equitable  where  their  order  is  concerned. 
They  are  bound  by  one  inextricable  and  secret  compact,  and  their  operations 
are  simultaneous. 

k  The  masonic  symbols  on  the  sign-boards  of  tavern-keepers,  grogshops, 
barbers,  taylors,  and  the  various  mechanics,  show  the  mode  by  which  they 
seek  exclusive  trade ;  and  the  little  they  do  in  charity  is  so  puffed,  and  trum- 
petted  as  if  they  feared  they  might  act  by  the  Scripture  rule,  to  let  their  alms 
be  done  in  secret;  and  after  all — Aviendo  pregonado  vino ,  venden  vinagre — 
they  do  not  give  what  they  pretend. 

||  In  the  eyes  of  depraved  man,  guilt  loses  its  peculiar  malignity  when  num¬ 
bers  partake  of  the  crime.  The  sophisms  and  delusions  which  are  used  in 
self-justification,  tend  to  conceal  the  evil. 
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To  support  these  charges  a  few  facts  from  their  secret 
rules  may  be  given — the  rest  may  be  easily  inferred.  The 
Chapter  of  the  order  of  “The  Prince  of  Mercy,”  which  is 
the  thirty-third  degree  of  sublime  masonry,  is  called  the 
“  Third  Heaven”  The  title  of  the  order  of  “  Sovereign  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem”  Grand  Commander,  is 
“  All  Powerful ,”  or  “  Most  Illustrious .”  A  member  of  this  or¬ 
der  swears,  under  the  penalty  of  having  the  several  ivraths  of 
Almighty  God  inflicted  on  him ,  or  his  mercy  extended  to  his 
soul  at  the  day  of  judgment,  agreeably  to  his  performance  of 
the  obligation! — The  degree  of  “Knights  of  the  Eagle,  or 
Sun,”  has  a  Thrice  Puissant  Grand  Master,  named  “Father 
Adam.”  Fie  wears  a  sceptre ,  with  a  globe  of  gold  on  its 
head ;  and  carries  a  sun  suspended  by  a  chain  of  gold  from 
his  neck.  His  Warden  is  called  Brother  Truth ,  and  hisseven 
officers  are  called  Cherubims.  They  name  religion  by  the 
epithets  “  superstition  and  lies ;”  and  when  they  first  enter, 
they  announce  their  object,  which  is,  “  to  divest  themselves  of 
original  sin ,  and  juvenile  prejudices  and  error,”  meaning  a 
religious  education!  They  call  a  circle  God!  and  profess  to 
raise  themselves  on  the  pyramid  of  masonry  to  heaven!* 
If  any  one  is  so  indiscreet  as  to  divulge  the  mysteries  of  this 
degree,  their  obligation  is — that  they  are  bound  to  cause  his 
death,  and  “  take  vengeance  on  the  treason  by  the  death  of  the 
traitor! /”  They  say  religion  is  founded  on  the  spirit  of 
pride.  “  Behold ,”  say  they,  “  my  dear  brother ,  what  you 
must  fight  against  and  destroy,  before  you  can  come  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  true  good  and  sovereign  happiness!  Behold  this  mon¬ 
ster  which  you  must  conquer — a  serpent  which  PV E  detest  as 
an  idol  that  is  adored  by  the  ideot  and  vulgar,  under  the  name 

*  This  seems  to  be  the  chief  design  of  masonry  throughout,  but  especially 
after  the  third,  or  master’s  degree.  This  degree  excludes  all  below  age,  all 
in  dotage,  and  various  other  classes.  Bulthe gospel  says,  “we  are  all  one 
in  Christ  Jesus.  They  pretend  to  make  wicked  men  holy,  prepare  them 
for  heaven,  or  give  them  over  to  the  devil!!  Vide  Lights  on  masonry,  p. 
227.  In  the  “Prince  of  the  Tabernacle,”  the  chief  prince  anoints  the  initiated 
with  a  trowel  dipt  in  oil,  in  token  of  his  being  separated  from  the  foibles  of 
the  world — to  be  raised  at  the  great  and  awful  day!” 
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of  RELIGION !!  /”*  In  the  lectures  of  the  “  Moral  Lodge,15 
we  find  Religion  classed  among  the  seven  passions ;  and 
they  say  "In  matters  of  religion — not  to  be  of  the  sentiments 
with  sots ,  ideots ,  and  the  lovers  of  the  mysteries  of  religion ;  to 
avoid  such,  and  not  in  the  least  to  hold  any  conversation  with 
them!'1''  They  are  taught  to  doubt  the  Bible,  and  its  doc¬ 
trines,  as  “  mysteries  or  metaphysics.”  “  The  Knights  of 
Kadosh”  are  bound  to  take  revenge  on  the  traitors  of  mason¬ 
ry!  They  are  solemnly  sworn  to  live  and  die  in  their  reli¬ 
gion,  by  which  oath  they  cannot  change  their  belief  without 
perjury,  whatever  change  of  sentiment  they  may  entertain. 
Thus  they  may  be  obliged  to  live  and  die  contending  for 
what  they  know  to  be  a  lie,  or  break  their  masonic  oath!! 
In  the  prayer  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  they  are  made  to 
ask  '■'■for  grace  diligently  to  search  thy  word  in  the  book  of 
nature,  wherein  the  duties  of  our  high  vocation  are  inculcated 
with  divine  authority /”  thus  rejecting  the  Bible  tor  the.  Book 
of  Nature;  and  placing  the  ceremonies  of  the  Chapter  above 
the  only  sufficient  rule  of  faith  and  practice.!  In  the  obli¬ 
gation  of  the  “  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross,”  he  prays,  “  of  his 
own  free  will  and  accord,”  (in  case  of  its  violation,)  to  come 
forth  at  the  resurrection  of  damnation,  and  receive  the 
sentence  “depart  ye  cursed,”  &c. If  The  Knights  Tem- 

*  The  degree  of  “  Key  of  Masonry,”  is  intended  especially  to  destroy 
Christianity. 

f  In  the  oath  of  this  degree,  we  find  the  following  remarkable  words: — 
“  Also,  that  I  will  promote  a  companion  R.  A.  Mason’s  political  preferment 
in  preference  to  another  of  equal  qualifications.  Furthermore,  I  do  promise 
and  swear,  that  a  companion  R.  A.  Mason’s  secrets,  given  me  in  charge  as 
such,  and  1  knowing  them  to  be  such,  shall  remain  as  secure  and  inviolable 
in  my  breast,  as  in  his  own,  murder  and  treason  not  expected!  !”  In  some  of 
their  obligations  they  are  made  to  prefer  a  R.  A.  Mason  before  any  other  of 
equal  qualifications,  so  that  the  usage  varies  ;  and  we  may  infer,  that  this  va¬ 
riation  is  done  by  political  intriguers  for  selfish  objects. 

J  Can  any  thing  be  more  awfully  horrible  or  anti-christian  ?•  This  degree 
is  next  above  the  Royal  Arch,  and  is  taken  by  many.  The  penally  is — that 
his  house  be  torn  down — the  timbers  set  up — he  hanged  thereon,  and  when 
the  last  trumpet  blows,  he  be  forever  excluded  from  the  society  of  all  court¬ 
eous  Knights!  The  countersign  is  given  under  an  arch  of  steel  made  by 
swords,  in  the  form  of  a  cross ! 
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piers,  in  their  obligation,  or  oath,  drink  a  libation  from  a 
human  scull*  and  imprecates  damnation  on  his  own  soul, 
for  his  own  sins  and  also  for  the  sins  of  another,  in  case  of 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  oaths  of  masonry.  He  is  not  to 
speak  evil  of  a  mason  behind  his  back,  before  his  face,  or 
wrong  him  out  of  one  cent ,  or  suffer  others,  if  he  can,  to 
do  it.  Should  he  break  his  oath,  he  is  to  be  doubly  damn¬ 
ed  ! ! !  In  the  seventy-first  ceremony  of  this  order,  the  can¬ 
didates  are  elected  by  lot,  and,  although  they  be  drunkards, 
swearers,  or  deists,  are  called  apostles  of  the  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ !  The  diploma  of  the  degree,  in 
the  name  of  the  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity,  re¬ 
commends  the  bearer  as  a  true  .and  faithful  soldier  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ! ! !  The  obligation  of  the  “  Holy  and  Thrice  Il¬ 
lustrious  order  of  the  Cross,”  says,  “  you  further  swear,  that, 
should  you  know  another  to  violate  any  essential  point  of 
this  obligation,  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavours,  by  the 
blessing  of  God! !  to  bring  such  person  to  the  strictest  and 
most  condign  punishment,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  usages 
of  our  ancient  fraternity ;  and  this  by  pointing  him  out  to  the 
world  as  an  unworthy  and  vicious  vagabond ;  by  opposing  his 
interests’,  by  deranging  his  business ;  by  transferring  his 
character  after  him  wherever  he  may  go ;  and  by  exposing  him 
to  the  contempt  of  the  whole  fraternity  and  the  ivorld!  !  !]  The 

*  An  imitation  scull  is  sometimes  substituted,  when  the  member  feels  disgust 
at  the  human  scull ;  the  wooden  one  is  carved  to  imitate  it  as  near  as  possible. 
From  the  human  scull  a  libation  of  wine  is  drank  in  mock  imitation  of  the 
holy  sacrament !  and  in  drinking  they  say  “as  the  sins  of  the  world  were  laid 
upon  the  head  of  the  Saviour,  so  may  all  the  sins  of  the  person  whose  scull 
this  was,  be  heaped  upon  my  head,  in  addition  to  my  own,  should  I  knowing¬ 
ly  violate  any  obligation  I  have  taken,  now  take,  or  shall  hereafter  take ,  in 
relation  to  any  degree  of  masonry,  or  order  of  Knighthood  ! ! !" 

t  Who  will  now  say — and  we  quote  them  fairly — that  they  are  a  religious, 
or  a  Christian  people?  St.  John  says,  “  God  is  Love,” — and  St.  Peter  says, 
“  he  is  not  willing  that  any  should  perish.”  But  masonry  would  destroy  the 
bodies  and  souls,  both  in  time  and  in  eternity,  of  those  who  transgress  her 
rules!  “  My  soul !  come  not  thou  into  her  secret !”— We  are  commanded  to 
do  alms  in  secret:  but  these  men  do  them  as  openly  as  possible  for  a  lure, 
while  “  their  rejoicing  is  to  devour  the  poor  secretly,'1' — Hab.  iii.  14. 


penalty  of  this  obligation  is  to  have  a  spear  thrust  into  his 
left  side,  as  the  Saviour  had  at  his  crucifixion ! !  We  will  no 
longer  dwell  upon  these  execrably  impious  and  profane 
rites,  at  the  bare  recital  of  which  humanity  shudders,  and 
every  moral  feeling  is  horrified!  We  perceive  that  the  three 
first  degrees  contain  something  speciously  religious;  but  as  they 
rise,  the  mockery  becomes  more  obvious,  until  blasphemy, 
and  an  open  renunciation  of  religion,  forms  a  climax  to  the 
whole!  We  see  the  merciless  monster,  as  in  the  last  order 
alluded  to,  organizing  its  malignities  and  hatreds  into  a 
system,  and  invoking  God’s  blessing  on  its  diabolical  pur¬ 
poses  !!*  If  called  upon  legally,  we  are  ready  to  prove,  that 
we  have  substantially  and  fairly  represented  them  according 
to  the  truth,  and  that  the  truth  has  not  yet  all  been  told. 

It  is  contended  by  secret  orders  that  they  never  intend  to 
put  the  penalty  of  their  obligations  into  execution.  If  this 
be  so,  they  commence  with  perjury,  by  swearing  to  do  what 
they  do  not  intend.  Besides,  who,  opposing  secret  societies, 
have  not  been  made  to  feel  their  malignity,  calumny  and  in¬ 
injustice  ?  Even  those  who  are  not  fraternized  with  them 
are  hunted  down  like  wild  beasts,  nor  do  they  know  from 
whence  the  danger  comes.  The  wrath  of  individuals  is  al¬ 
ways  limited  in  its  effects ;  but  where  many  unite,  the  princi¬ 
ple  is  cherished  with  more  warmth,  and  executed  with  more 
certainty.  Their  own  widows  and  orphans  occasionally  re¬ 
ceive  the  benefit  of  their  charity,  but  this  is  seldom  done  un¬ 
less  under  the  binding  obligation  of  their  rules,  or  for  an  osten- 


*  Well  might  Virgil  exclaim — “  Tantcene  animis  talestibus  irce," — for,  as 
Juvenal  would  say — 

“They  talk  of  virtue  in  her  loftiest  strain, 

Yet  practice  vices  coblers  would  disdain.” 

Masons  bear  about  the  Holy  Bible  in  their  processions  ;  and  while  they  os¬ 
tensibly  pay  homage  to  the  volume,  they  reject  its  rules.  They  are  a  living 
satire  upon  human  sincerity,  and  teach  us  to  subtract  from  the  spirit  of  reli¬ 
gion  to  add  to  the  form  of  masonic  pretence  :  but  it  may  be  said  of  the  insti¬ 
tution  in  the  language  of  Scripture — “  J^os  ex  patre  chabolo  eslis:  et  deside- 
ria  palris  vestri  vultis  facere.  llle  homicida  eral  ab  initio ,  &  in  veritate 
non  stetit ;  quia  non  esl  ventas  in  eo.” — John  viii-  44- 
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tatious  parade  of  their  scanty  benevolence.*  When  alms- 
deeds  are  performed  by  them,  they  are  paraded  before  the 
world  as  a  cloak  lor  mischief  either  done,  or  in  contempla¬ 
tion.  The  world  now,  echoes  with  complaints  against  the 
selfishness  and  injustice  of  Secret  Societies.  The  history  of 
the  Assassins,  to  which  we  have  slightly  alluded,  and  which 
is  too  little  known,  is  a  luminous  example  of  the  evils  in¬ 
flicted  upon  the  human  race  by  them,  and  should  be  made  to 
stand  in  bold  relief,  to  show  the  moral  and  political  dangers 
with  which  they  are  inevitably  followed.! 

Admitting  the  history  of  Free  Masonry,  as  given  us  by 
themselves,  to  be  true,  they  would  make  the  picture  of  their 
origin  darker  than  we  have  even  yet  painted  it.  They  claim 
to  have  been  the  builders  of  the  temples  of  Babylon,  of  Ephe¬ 
sus,  of  Eleusis,  of  Jerusalem ;  in  brief,  of  all  the  temples  dedi- 

*  Mr.  Allen,  of  Beverly,  (Mass.)  in  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Hartford 
Intelligencer  says,  that  a  lodge  of  nearly  two  hundred  members,  of  which 
he  was  twenty  years  secretary,  there  was  not  in  all  that  time  an  order  drawn 
on  the  treasury  for  a  charitable  purpose,  save  one  for  twenty  dollars.  But 
there  were  two  orders  drawn  for  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  to  buy  three 
candlesticks  and  a  carpet.  The  candlesticks  were,  when  supplied  with  can¬ 
dles,  intended  “  blasphemously  to  represent  the  true  empyreal  Light  of  Hea¬ 
ven,  the  Triune  God!  ! !'”  and  the  carpet,  to  represent  the  omniscience, 
universal  dominion,  and  providence  of  masonry! ! — It  is  said  the  present  ma¬ 
sons  in  the  United  States  have  paid  into  their  treasury  more  than  eight  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars! !  not  §200,000  of  which  have  been  paid  in  real  charity ! !  The 
§7,800,000  have  been  paid  for  temples,  halls,  jewels,  sceptres,  crowns,  and 
coronets;  swords,  wardrobes,  trinkets  and  tinsel  ornaments,  impious  paint¬ 
ings,  and  liquors,  &c.  for  their  libations  and  revelry,  of  no  part  of  all  which 
can  their  families  at  home  partake!  But  masonic  charity  is  lauded  to  the 
skies. 

+  Such  is  the  “mystery  of  their  murderous  jugglery,”  and  the  tacit  obe¬ 
dience  they  are  bound  to  yield  to  their  masters,  that  the  oath  of  a  soldier  to 
obey  his  superiors  is  not  so  formally  imposing,  nor  does  it  appear  to  have  such 
a  binding  effect.  “  The  man  who  can  command  a  hundred  daggers,  says  Sir 
Walter.  Scott,  must  be  feared  even  by  those  who  rule  a  thousand  swords;” 
as  the  blow  often  proceeds  from  those  in  whom  we  confide,  the  executioner 
being  determined  by  lot  This  was  the  case  in  the  affair  of  Morgan — for 
when  one  of  the  men,  on  whom  the  lot  fell,  heard  that  his  hand  had  to  per¬ 
petrate  the  horrid  deed,  he  exclaimed,  “  O  !  Lord  God  !  must  I  do  it !”  His 
grief  was  extreme,  but,  strange  infatuation  !  in  his  mind  there  was  no  other 
alternative  but  perjury  or  murder!!  So  be  perferred  the  latter,  and  wa^ 
guilty  of  both  !  !  ! 
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fcated  to  Jehovah,  and  all  the  fanes  and  altars  of  heathen  dei¬ 
ties.  They  indifferently  bowed  to  Jehovah,  and  paid  homage 
to  Jupiter!  They  sacrificed  animals  at  Jerusalem,  and  hu¬ 
man  victims  to  Moloch  and  Woden,  Egyptian  monkeys  and 
Grecian  prostitutes!  They  have  poured  out  libations  to 
Bacchus,  sung  Pseans  to  Apollo,  and  placed  the  Shaster, 
Vedas,  Koran,  Zend  and  Bible,  upon  a  level!  We  do  not 
here  misrepresent  them.  We  draw  our  authorities  for  these 
assertions  from  themselves  ;  and  if  they  challenge  our  veraci¬ 
ty,  we  will  proceed  in  our  illustrations  still  further.  Indeed, 
to  mention  the  execrable  rites,  mysteries  and  obscenities, 
from  which  they  boast  a  derivation  of  their  order,  would  be 
too  horrible  for  Christian  ears!  To  the  usages  of  those  times 
they  exultingly  refer!  They  sing  of  them  in  their  larders, 
lodges  and  chapters.  On  the  models  of  pagan  antiquity  they 
found  all  their  mysteries,  antipathies,  friendships  and  feel¬ 
ings!  Nor  would  they  now  endeavour  to  ornament  these 
pagan  mummeries  with  texts  and  allusions  from  the  Holy 
Scripture,  were  it  not  to  allure  the  unsuspicious  into  their  em¬ 
brace!!  But  deception  cannot  be  made  obvious — in  vain  is 
the  net  spread  in  the  sight  of  any  bird  ;  and  we  have  more 
than  reason  to  suspect,  that  no  man  of  common  sense  and 
sound  morals  would  be  connected  with  a  secret  order,  at 
least  in  this  country,  if  he  had  to  choose  after  having  pre¬ 
viously  known  the  trifling  advantage  he  received  for  such  a 
tremendous  sacrifice  in  solemn  obligations  binding  his  con¬ 
science  and  his  will! — And  they  call  all  this  LIGHT!  and, 
in  their  own  way,  encourage  every  suitable  person  to  become 
a  candidate  for  it.  “  IVo  unto  them  that  call  evil  good ,  and 
good  evil ;  that  put  darkness  for  light ,  and  light  for  darkness /” 
— “  The  leaders  of  this  people  cause  them  to  err ,  and  they  that 
are  led  of  them  are  destroyed!”— “for  when  their  leaders  propa¬ 
gate  lies ,  all  their  servants  will  he  wicked! /” 

It  was  the  key  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  which  was  used 
by  the  celebrated  Aaron  Burr ,  in  conducting  his  correspon¬ 
dencies,  during  his  treasonable  conspiracies  against  our  liber¬ 
ties-  That  arch  intriguer  travelled  over  the  United  States; 
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visited  the  Lodges  and  Chapters  ;  communicated  his  private 
designs  where  the  members  were  bound  by  oath  to  conceal 
the  disclosures  of  their  brethren,  even,  as  before  said,  in  cases 
of  murder  and  treason ,  and,  in  this  way,  collected  a  numerous 
party.  It  is  said,  that  to  this  obligation  is  to  be  ascribed  the 
fact,  that  so  much  mystery  hangs  over  that  extraordinary  busi¬ 
ness,  even  to  the  present  day,  notwithstanding  the  severe 
scrutiny  the  subject  underwent  by  a  legal  investigation, 
though  it  was  well  known  that  hundreds  were  implicated 
with  him. 

The  opinions  and  habitudes  of  men  being  various,  we 
infer  that  no  system,  not  of  a  divine  origin,  can  have  a  bind¬ 
ing  obligation  upon  all  men.  Such  is  the  design  of  the 
Christian  religion.  Where  the  light  of  divine  truth  has  once 
broken  in  upon  the  mind,  it  can  no  longer  be  happy  without  a 
proper  degree  of  homage  to  that  Being  who  alone  can  confer 
it:  and  that  man  who  can  exalt  the  ridiculous  fooleries 
of  a  masonic  Lodge  into  a  means  of  independent  direction 
to  the  felicities  of  heaven,  is  not  far  from  a  state  of  mental 
obliquity  and  alienation  which  could  afford  him  an  equal 
degree  of  happiness  in  a  prostration  before  an  Assyrian 
Goat,  or  an  Egyptian  Crocodile! 

Were  all  men  to  have  an  equal  right  to  enter  a  Lodge, 
even  under  the  prescribed  rules  and  obligations  of  their 
orders,  there  would  be  less  danger  than  there  now  is  from 
any  inroads  on  the  laws  of  social  benevolence.  Standing 
upon  an  equality,  parties  would  check  each  other,  and  the 
machinery  would  move  along  in  safety  and  quietness,  should 
one  of  them  be  even  compelled  to  make  the  nine  prostrations 
to  the  other.*  But  power  is  like  wealth ;  what  is  gained 
by  one  party  is  lost  by  the  other ;  and  the  insolence  of  pow¬ 
er  is  never  so  much  aggravated  as  when  it  is  assumed  with¬ 
out  right,  and  exercised  without  lenity  or  justice.  When 
petty,  cunning  intriguers  for  either  office  or  distinction  estab- 

*  The  Koo-too ,  or  nine  prostrations,  is  a  Chinese  ceremony,  in  which 
the  person  who  approaches  royalty  is  compelled  ho  bow  nine  limes  to  the 
earth  in  a  prescribed  manner,  beTore  the  Grand  Jtlonarque, 

, 
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lishes,  in  the  very  centre  of  a  constitution,  government  and 
laws  which  secures  to  us  all  equal  rights  and  privileges, 
an  oligarchy,  which  calls  itself  “  an  absolute  and  indepen¬ 
dent  body,  with  legistative  authority,”*  whose  charter  of 
rights  is  concealed  by  the  most  solemn  obligations  “human 
ingenuity  has  ever  devised,”  can  there  be  any  thing  bad,  dan¬ 
gerous,  mischievous,  anti-republican,  unchristian,  arrogant, 
dictatorial  or  despotic,  which  we  may  not  suppose  they  have 
in  preparation  for  all  who  are  not  fraternized  with  them? 
These  “  independent”  societies  now  divide  the  social  system, 
spreading  distrusts,  intrigues,  jealousies,  animosities,  and  the 
seeds  of  civil  war.  Should  the  other  branches  ol  society  estab¬ 
lish  an  order,  like  the  Assassins  of  Persia,  and  murder  and 
destroy,  by  virtue  of  their  secret  oaths,  and  “independent 
laws,”  what  rights  would  they  assume,  or  deeds  commit, 
which  has  not  been  attempted  by  the  orders  among  us? 

The  lapses  of  inconsiderate  members  of  these  fraternities, 


*  Vide  Josiah  Randall's  letter.  This  gentleman,  as  Grand  Master  of|the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  to  quiet  some  rebellious  movements  in  a 
Lodge  in  Lancaster,  wrote  a  let  ter,  which  contains  these  sentiments: — “The 
Grand  Lodge  has  power,  to  make  ordinances,  and  regulations,  and  explain 
rules,  for  the  benefit  and  good  of  masonry.  The  members  of  Grand  Lodges  are 
true  representatives  of  all  the  fraternity  in  communication — are  an  absolute, 
independent  body  with  legislative  authority,  provided  the  constitution  be 
not  altered  nor  old  landmarks  removed.  They  settle  and  discuss  all  mat¬ 
ters  that  concern  the  prosperity  of  the  craft  and  fraternity  in  general ,  or 
private  Lodges  and  single  brothers  in  particular ” — as  for  instance,  in  the 
case  of  Morgan. 

“  Obedience  to  these  principles  is  the  cardinal  duty  of  the  order.  Every 
Master  Mason,  is  bound  by  the  strongest  lies ,  that  human  ingenuity  under 
the  blessing  of  providence!  has  ever  devised ,  to  maintain  and  support 
them.  They  impose  an  obligation  from  which  we  cannot  be  relieved,  even 
though  the  whole  masonic  fraternity,  by  one  unanimous  acclamation,  should’ 
decree  it.”  From  this  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  murder  of  Morgan  could  not 
have  been  the  act  of  a  few  irresponsible  individuals.  The  Grand  Lodge 
regulates  all — “  The  whole  fraternity —private  lodges— smgle  brothers  par¬ 
ticularly.” 

“  By  sending  forth  its  holy  spies, 

And  having  heard  what  they  advise, 

It  rules  the  lodge s  blest  dominions, 

And  binds  their  faith  on  its  opinions,” 
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it  is  said,  has  resulted  in  misdeeds  that  are  yet  veiled  in  aw¬ 
ful  mystery.  We  have  just  shown  that  the  Grand  Lodges 
alone  are  chargeable  with  these  crimes,  and  that  they  know 
what  takes  place,  by  their  secret  correspondence.  Proofs* 
now  multiply  that  deep  stained  atrocities  have  been  traced 
to  lodges;  that  “indiscreet”  members  have  been  summoned 
to  them,  on  information  given  that  they  had  transgressed 
ed  their  rules,  and — all  the  public  learned  of  the  matter  was, 
through  a  vague  report ,  which  no  one  could  trace  to  its 
source,  that  they  had  tied  for  some  crime,  significantly  spo¬ 
ken  of  but  never  explained — from  debt,  fear  of  their  masonic 
brethren,  or  on  account  of  some  other  cause.  It  has  also 
been  said  that  persons,  of  whom  reports  speak  in  this  way, 
never  re-appeared!!*  Man,  in  his  natural  state,  has  a  pecu¬ 
liar  desire  to  have  a  command  over  the  life  and  liberty  of  his 
fellow  [being ;  but  when  his  conscience  is  prepared  by  so¬ 
phistry  and  delusion,  his  “  tender  mercies”  soon  degenerate 


*  There  appears  to  be  numerous  disclosures  made  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  most  ominous  and  frightful  kind.  On  a  late  occasion, 
a  gentleman  named  Hunter,  was  summoned  to  a  lodge  in  Boston;  he  had, 

it  was  said,  been  “  indiscreet but - about  day-light,  next  morning,  he 

was  carried  home  a  corpse  !  The  report  was,  he  died  in  the  lodge,  in  ajit  !! 
Masons,  having  all  the  offices  in  their  hands,  never  call  masons  to  examina¬ 
tion,  unless  the  act  is  anti-masonic.  Hunter  was  buried  early  the  same 
morning!  The  fraternity  attended  his  funeral  with  much  apparent  sympa¬ 
thy  !  A  few,  however,  saw  his  throat,  and  were  pleased  to  say  they  thought 
he  appeared,  by  a  dark  circle  round  his  neck ,  to  have  been  strangled  !  !  One 
or  two  individuals  took  the  liberty  to  examine  the  corpse,  sans  leave  of  the 
masonic  guard  who  stood  closely  around  until  it  was  coffined  up;  and  no 
others  were  permitted  to  take  the  same  liberty.  The  coffin  was  said  to  have 
been  in  preparation  before  the  summons  was  sent  to  Hunter.  The  afflicted 
family,  supposing  his  masonic  friends  were  doing  all  things  well,  suspected 
nothing.  The  whole  proceeding  was  so  extraordinary  as  to  raise  considera¬ 
ble  alarm  and  excitement  in  the  public  mind.  No  coroner’s  inquest  how¬ 
ever  was  held  over  the  corpse. — Quos  mill  perdere  Deus  demenial. 

J.  M.  Jordan,  a  coloured  mason  in  New  York,  and  a  minister  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  was,  for  speaking  against  masonry,  kidnapped  from  his  wife  by  the  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  carried  to  New  Orleans.  He  was  long  supposed  to  have  been 
murdered. 

Several  disclosures  have  also  been  made,  of  a  similar  character,  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  country. 
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into  cruelty,  and  all  the  authority  he  wishes,  to  extinguish  the 
career  of  his  trembling  victim  on  the  mortal  stage,  is  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  his  peers,  or  the  show  ot  justice.  Such  is  the  inconsis¬ 
tency  of  his  nature,  that  he  is,  in  most  instances,  regulated  by 
the  opinions  of  others  rather  than  by  his  own  moral  sense. 
The  oath  of  his  order,  and  the  opinions  of  his  brethren,  have 
more  weight  on  his  mind  than  the  paramount  demands  of 
public  law  and  judicial  authority.  Where  one  Society  ex¬ 
ists  within  another,  under  the  same,  general  government,  the 
laws  and  rules  of  the  lesser,  must  be  made  in  accordance  with 
those  of  the  greater,  or  a  conflict  must  ensue.  But  how  can  a 
secret  society  have  laws,  rules,  and  oaths,  which  admit  of  no 
evasion,  and  acknowledge  no  superior — in  short,  which 
make  no  provisoes  for  contingencies  in  the  way  of  collision, 
without  exposing  the  person  who  takes  such  oaths  upon  him 
to  the  constant  danger  of  perjury  on  one  side  or  the  other? 
This,  in  the  nature  of  things,  is  impossible!  When  masons, 
and  others,  come  in  conflict  in  our  courts  of  judica¬ 
ture,  there  must  be.  perjury!  The  mason  who  imagines  his  in¬ 
stitution  a  means  of  his  salvation,  as  many  do,  and  his  masonic 
obligations  to  be  stronger  than  death ,  and  more  cruel  than  the 
grave ,  although  the  same  oaths  are,  legally,  no  more  binding 
than  if  extorted  by  a  high-way  man's  pistol,  will  gyre  them  the 
preference,  and — with  a  few  honourable  exceptions ,  which  can¬ 
not  be  charged  to  masonry— will  perjure  himself  in  reality ,  to 
avoid  a  like  imaginary  offence!  Such  is  the  nature  of  ille¬ 
gal  and  mysterious  power,  that  they  are  peculiarly  gratify¬ 
ing  to  human  nature. 

It  is  said,  that  the  frequency  of  masonic  oaths,  under  the 
awful  ceremonies  and  sanguinary  penalties  imposed  in  taking 
them,  diminishes  respect  for  an  oath  in  a  court  of  justice,  un¬ 
der  the  simple  form  of  adjuration  with  which  it  is  there  ad-  \ 
ministered.  Much  tampering  with  oaths  must  have  perni¬ 
cious  effects  on  society  ;  and  its  effects  are  still  more  dread¬ 
ful  when  observed  according  to  the  letter. 

It  is  acknowledged  by  some  masons  themselves,  that  they 
have  an  income  of  about  100,000  dollars  a  year.  Organized 
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as  they  are,  they  have  power,  from  their  revenue  and  num¬ 
bers,  to  accomplish  any  purpose  they  design.  Let  some 
audacious  and  aspiring  Nimrod,  accustomed  in  the  Chap¬ 
ters  to  wear  crowns ,  and  wield  sceptres ,  and  thence  inspired  to 
seek  more  general  homage  and  power,  make  the  attempt, 
and  soon  ihe  whole  host  of  Entered  Apprentices,  Fellow  Craft, 
Masters,  Royal  Arch  and  Knights,  would  rally  round  him — 
and  their  secret  influence  over  the  unsuspicious  and  yield¬ 
ing  among  the  other  classes  of  society,  would  secure  them 
a  revenue  to  sustain,  and  an  army  to  defend  him. 

We  are  told,  that  most  of  the  great  men  who  have  directed 
our  councils  and  fought  our  battles,  had  been  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  the  masonic  fraternity.  This  may  all  be 
true,  and  yet  say  nothing  whatever  for  masonry.  Those  in¬ 
dividuals  were  doubtless  told,  that  by  joining  the  lodge  they 
could  obtain  light ,  wisdom  and  science.  They  went  there 
for  it,  but  not  finding  it,  were  encouraged  to  go  higher.  It 
went  before  them,  as  the  visible  horizon  does  the  mariner; 
and  not  being  able  to  overtake  it,  they  have  usually  given  up 
the  pursuit,  and  abandoned  the  Lodges  and  Chapters  hThey  all, 
at  first,  became  masons  in  consequence  of  promised  good ; 
but  they  got  stones  for  bread,  and  scorpions  for  eggs ;  for 
having  proceeded  until  they  got  a  glimpse  of  the  Ass's  head 
in  the  sanctum  sanctorum.,  they  retreated,  and  never  return¬ 
ed.*  Such  has  been  the  case  with  most  of  our  great  men ; 
and  well  might  a  distinguished  mason  say,  “  he  never  saw 
a  great  mason  who  was  not  a  great  fool.”  Washington  was 
a  mason,!  but,  having  retreated,  he  blew  the  first  trump  of 

*If  a  mason  could  unmake  himself,  we  are  well  assured  most  would  do  it. 
But  masonry  recognizes  no  door  of  retreat.  Great,  and  often  good  men, 
looking  for  something  good,  have  become  masons.  They  have,  at  least  until 
lately,  thought  themselves  bound  either  to  speak  good  of  it,  or  nothing  ! 
Those  great  and  good  men  have  deluded  others,  and  so  on.  Masons  tell  us 
how  many  good  and  great  men  are  masons,  but  they  never  tell  us  how  many 
inwardly  repent  of  their  folly,  and  abandon  the  lodges.  They  never  tell  us  * 
any  thing  about  Arnold,  Burr,  Burrough,  Pluymart,  Swearingen,  and  mil¬ 
lions  more  of  such.  “ Magna  est.  veritas  8f  prcevalebit." 

f  Washington  was  taken  in  by  masons.  They  now  boast  of  him,  and  say 
he  presided  at  his  lodge.  This  is  not  true.  Washington  was  never  in  a 
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alarm  ;  and  with  his  dying  farewell,  gave  a  warning  against 
secret  societies,  which  brought  upon  him  much  persecution 
from  the  brethren. 

The  funds  of  the  masonic  fraternity,  which  should  be  ex¬ 
pended  in  charities,  is  often  spent  in  splendid  buildings, 
midnight  libations,  and  in  screening  offending  and  criminal 
members  from  public  justice.  The  most  ample  proofs  of  the 
latter  can  be  had— even  in  the  case  of  Morgan,  one  of 
whose  murderers  having  applied  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  New- 
\  oik,  where,  it  is  said  on  the  best  authority,  he  obtained  mo- 
ney,  and  was  shielded  from  justice,  until  his  escape  from  the 
country  was  effected!  The  same  Grand  Lodge  also  made 
several  appropriations  for  the  relief  of  the  persons  who  car¬ 
ried  Morgan  off,  (Galled  by  them  Western  sufferers ,)  to  sustain 
them  on  their  trials,  and  secure  them  an  acquittal.* * 

lodge  but  twice  in  his  life;  once  when  made,  and  once  again  on  a  particular 
occasion.  In  his  Farewell  Address  he  warns  his  country  against  “  Secret 
Societies and  in  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  John  Jay,  now  extant,  he  says — 

“  The  self-created  societies  which  have  3pread  themselves  over  our  country, 
have  been  labouring  incessantly  to  sow  the  seeds  of  distrust,  jealousy  and  dis¬ 
content,  hoping,  thereby,  to  effect  some  revolution  in  the  government — and 
that  they  have  been  the  pomenters  of  the  Pennsylvania  insurrec¬ 
tion  admits  of  no  doubt !  !”  That  Aaron  Burr  was  not  convicted  and  pun¬ 
ished  for  his  treasonable  movements,  is  properly  attributed  to  masonry. 

*  After  Morgan  was  murdered,  which  was  by  taking  him  out  on  the  Lake, 
at  Fort  Niagara,  and  with  weights  securely  tied  to  his  body,  throwing  him 
into  the  deep  !  (we  know  all  the  particulars  well,)  the  Grand  Lodge  deputed 
certain  individuals,  with  money  given  for  that  purpose,  to  arrange  with  his  wife 
for  her  maintenance,  and  the  support  and  education  of  his  children  ! ! !  Was 
not  this  a  plain  avowal  of  the  murder  ? — Historians  say  of  Scylla,  that 
he  tried  to  create  new  crimes  by  multiplying  the  chances  of  making  criminals. 
Oaths  and  tests  inspire  fear,  and  fear  springs  from  despotism.  Free-masonry 
does  all  this. 

When  the  Argians  put  1500  of  their  citizens  to  death,  the  Athenians  or¬ 
dered  sacrifices  to  the  gods  that  it  might  please  them  to  turn  their  hearts  from 
so  cruel  a  thought.  Our  gratitude  should  be  constant  to  our  God,  that  we  be¬ 
long  not  to  Secret  Societies,  “  for  they  are  assemblies  of  treacherous  men,” 

“  dividing  our  nation  against  itself.” — O  let  us  “  give  glory  to  God  before  he 
cause  darkness,  lest,  while  we  look  for  light,  it  be  turned  into  the  shadow  of 
death.” — See  Jer.  ix.  2.  Mark  iii.  24.  Jer.  xiii.  1G.  Thank  Heaven,  soon 
“there  will  be  no  darkness,  where  the  workers  of  iniquity  may  hide  them¬ 
selves.” — Job  xxxiv.  22. 
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To  enumerate  all  the  positive  evils  resulting  from  secret 
societies  would  require  many  volumes.  Freemasonry,  be¬ 
ing  the  oldest,  at  least  in  this  country,  is  the  most  responsi¬ 
ble  for  these  calamities,  because  the  greatest  exemplar  of 
social  derangement.  Were  their  principles  carried  out , 
and  other  societies  secretly,  under  oath,  to  organize  them¬ 
selves  for  the  destruction  of  the  religion,  or  the  government  of 
our  country,  would  not  their  pretensions  be  equal?  And 
were  several  to  be  established  independent  of  each  other, 
with  conflicting  rules,  and  strong  antipathies,  how  soon 
would  the  social  system  be  disorganized,  anarchy  en¬ 
sue,  vice  triumph,  and  the  most  numerous  and  blood¬ 
thirsty  be  victorious!  Indeed  the  unnatural  indulgence 
extended  to  them  may  encourage  others  •  to  arise,  the  ulti¬ 
mate  tendency  of  whose  doctrines  may  be  to  spread  desola¬ 
tion  and  death  through  this  vast  Empire!  When  the  delusive 
spell  which  binds  the  consciences  of  the  members  of  secret 
orders  shall  have  been  dissolved,  and  the  members  see,  that 
perjury  consists  in  maintaining  masonic  oaths,  so  often  as 
they  contravene  public  justice  and  the  proper  administration 
of  the  laws;  and  that  any  oath  taken  in  a  lodge ,  or  elsewhere , 
being  extra-judicial ,  is  neither  legal  nor  binding ,  but  absolutely 
perjury  in  contemplation ,  when  they  can  conflict  with ,  or  ren¬ 
der  null  the  obligations  of  civil  government  and  society ,  they 
must  speedily  renounce  and  disclaim  it.  The  laws  of  God, 
and  of  man,  absolves  all  who  take  oaths  made  in  contraven¬ 
tion  of  their  demands  and  authority,  whether  these  oaths 
be  taken  voluntarily,  or  otherwise. 

In  taking  a  public  stand  against  secret  societies,  it  is  not 
our  design  to  wage  war  with  individuals.  We  number 
among  our  sincerest  friends,  many  members  of  these  socie¬ 
ties.  We  can  apologize  and  feel  for  human  weakness.  Our 
sincerest  sympathies  are  offered  to  those  who  have  been  en¬ 
snared  by  their  sophistry  and  delusions.  Many  of  such,  we 
know,  have  abandoned  all  connexion  with  these  fraternities, 
and  while  they  keep  silent  on  the  mysteries,  vehemently 
denounce  masonry.  Some  of  our  remarks,  to  many,  may 
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appear  harsh,  and  perhaps  unmerited.  We  will  inform  such, 
that  in  severity,  we  have  fallen  far  short  of  those  who  have 
attained  to  the  highest  degree  in  masonry,  hut  who  have 
seceded  from  them,  and  exposed  to  the  world  their  ridicu¬ 
lous  and  blasphemous  pretensions !  Indeed,  the  truth  would 
be  too  severe  a  tax  on  the  credulity  of  those  who  had  not  first 
been  made  acquainted  with  their  history  and  operations. 
Here,  the  influence  of  masonry,  and  its  branches,  acts  as  an 
incubus  upon  the  public  press,  none  daring  to  proclaim  the 
facts !*  From  men,  whose  oaths  bind  them  to  secrecy;  whose 
laws  train  them  in  all  the  arts  of  hypocrisy  and  prevarication ; 
who  over-reach  public  opinion,  and  think  their  obligations  para¬ 
mount  to  allothers ;  who  have  ever  been  the  terrorof  the  weak, 
and  the  oppressors  of  the  defenceless ;  who  encourage  men 
to  take  upon  them  obligations,  the  inadvertant  violation  of 
which,  incurs  the  penalty  of  death,  or  the  inevitable  destruc¬ 
tion  of  character — can  we  expect  truth,  candour,  fairness, 
justice  or  virtue?  Can  we  expect  men  who  usurp  power, 
titles,  fealty,  conscience,  dignity  and  authority,  without  be¬ 
ing  legally  delegated  to  do  so,  to  do  justly ,  love  mercy,  or  walk 
humbly ?  Of  these  societies,  it  may  be  said,  that  light  has 
come  into  the  world,  but  they  love  darkness  rather  than  light , 
their  deeds  being  evil ;  as  all  their  acts  are  done  in  darkness, 
and  mystery,  and  intrigue!  They  pretend  to  be  religious 
societies,  but  they  are  the  greater  enemies,  because  they  pro¬ 
fess  to  be  of  the  household  of  Christ.  They  pray  in  their 
meetings  for  the  blessing  of  God  on  their  vows  of  antipathy, 
malignity  and  murder!!  Their  laws  are  exclusively  selfish; 
and  they  are  bound,  by  oath,  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  him  who  stands  in  the  way  of  their  objects.  It  is 
now  time  that  these  societies,  founded  on  dissimulation  and 
fraud,  and  which  have  so  long  stained  the  moral  escutcheon 


*  Perhaps  this  is  the  first  attempt  made  in  this  city  to  attack  these  dark  and 
dangerous  societies.  The  sacrifices  we  make  will  be  a  legacy  to  our  offspring, 
more  valuable  than  the  richest  jewels.  “There  is  nothing  covered  that  shall 
not  be  revealed,— and  what  we  hear  in  the  ear  we  will  repeat  on  the  house 
tops.” 
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of  social  order,  should  be  expunged  from  under  heaven, 
that  conscience  might  resume  its  functions,  and  that  man, 
freed  from  the  trammels  of  wicked  and  blasphemous  pre¬ 
tensions,  should  be  at  liberty  to  follow  the  guidance  of  a 
sound  discretion,  without  the  bias  or  the  bonds  of  dark  and 
depraving  obligations,  and  be  enabled  to  converse,  in  honest 
innocency,  with  his  owri  heart,  and  with  his  Maker, 


